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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week at Covenant:
*Membership Committee, today after worship.
*Worship & Music, 8/16, Noon.
Next Week:
No meetings this week.
Today’s Ushers: Team 2
Sara & Matt Scott, Emily Maher, Rick & Chris
Wagner, Marilyn Griffiths, Rufus Holmes,
JoAnn Cortazar
August 19th—Team 3
Todd Sykes, Frank, Lisa, Frank & Leslie Major,
Bob Jones

Covenant Presbyterian Church’s website
address has changed and has been redesigned!
Check it out at: covenantscranton.org
You can also follow us on Instagram and
Twitter: @cpcscranton

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
12th Sunday after Pentecost

August 12, 2018

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship.
However, nursery & childcare are available, please ask an usher.
As you arrive in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer
to center your thoughts and spirit. As the Prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.
With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to church’ to ‘being the church’
as we worship together.
Holy God, we thank you that you receive us not according to our failing goodness, but
according to your overflowing grace. You receive us as we are. You show us what we can be.
Sweep over us with your Spirit, change us by your love, that we may sing with joy before you,
and live to your glory in the world.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Jesus, Lead Thou On
Praise the Lord with Trumpets and Cymbals

Paul Manz
Sigfrid Karg-Elert
alla Handel

Call to Worship
Leader: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn No. 275

God of Our Life

Sandon

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Gracious and Loving God, you call us to love one another as you love
us, and to let your Spirit guide and your word lead us each day. We confess that
we do not always open our lives to you and through you, to one another. We so
often act as if we are alone, as if there was nowhere to turn. Forgive us God.
Heal our broken hearts, unite our broken families, and mend our broken world.
Accept our prayer this day, and hear us as we offer our silent and
personal confession to you. . . Silent Confession . . .

Nursery Workers Needed
Covenant Church is searching for Child Care workers for our
Sunday Nursery. This is a paid position, and interested persons
must have all child care clearances performed. Please contact
Mrs. Lee Carr or Pastor Martha at the church office with
questions.
Presentation of Bibles
Bibles will be presented in worship on Sunday, September 9th, to
second grade students and any older students who have not yet
received a Bible. Please contact Pastor Martha with your child's
name as soon as possible.
Calendar Dates Ahead
We hope everyone is having a happy, fun, safe summer! Church staff is in and out
of the office enjoying their vacations as well. However, we are also busy planning
for fall activities and events that we’d love for you to pencil in on your calendars.
September
*3rd—Church office closed in observance of Labor Day
*9th—Welcome Back Breakfast, 9:30 A.M.
Godly Play begins and Bibles will be presented during worship
*16th—Sunday School begins, 9:30 A.M.
Missionary visit—Elmarie Parker will preach during worship
Children’s Choir begins today, 12:00 P.M.
*23rd—Infant Care Program Pasta Dinner, 12:00—4:00 P.M.
*29th—Arcadia Chorale Pasta Dinner, 5:30 P.M.
*30th—Fifty Year Member Celebration and Brunch
October
*7th—World Communion Sunday
Covenant Women Cookie Sale
Covenant Public Concert, 3:00 P.M., Presbybop Quartet
*12th & 13th—Covenant Women’s Junk & Jewels Sale
*14th—Roba’s Family Farm, after worship
*28th—Safety Net Chicken Dinner

GOOD MORNING!
We’re glad you have joined us for worship this Sunday! If you
are a visitor or guest, let us know of your presence by filling out
one of the Welcome envelopes located in each pew to receive
The Covenanter, (newsletter) filled with the church’s activities.
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available—please ask an
usher. Childcare is available during worship.
Children’s Worship Bags are located in the basket in the front
of the sanctuary. Please return bags to the basket after worship.
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God.

Response No. 572
“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie

Assurance of Pardon and Grace
*Response of Praise
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.
Welcome, Joys & Concerns
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED

Join us after worship today for some lemonade and fellowship time outside the
Olive Street entrance. Hosted by Mrs. Alice Goodall.
Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Scott G. Loomer, Pastor
Dr. Tim Smith, Organist/Director of Music
Mrs. Catherine Carter, Liturgist & Soloist
Vacation Bible School
If you “loaned” items to the church for VBS, you can pick your items up at any time.
Everything is in the storage room across from the first floor reception desk.
Book Bags for Students
Plans are underway to prepare students for back to school in the fall. We will
distribute Book Bags to ALL children of our church on Sunday, August 26, 2018
during worship. If you cannot be present that day, please let Pastor Martha know
and we will make arrangements for you to pick it up.
You can help by donating items to stuff the book
bags to help our youth get a good start to their new
school year. School supply donations will be
accepted through Sunday, August 19th.
We are specifically looking for: pencil boxes,
pencil cases, pens, pencils, notebooks, folders,
and pencil sharpeners.

Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 23: 1-7
NRSV
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the
Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil
doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they
shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing,
says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord
is our righteousness.” Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when it
shall no longer be said, “As the Lord lives who brought the people of Israel up out of
the land of Egypt,”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Solo

I’ll Walk With God
Nicholas Brodsky
I’ll walk with God from this day on, His helping hand I’ll lean upon.
This is my prayer, my humble plea, may the Lord be ever with me.
There is no death though eyes grow dim. There is no fear when I’m near Him.
I’ll lean on Him forever, and He’ll forsake me never.
He will not fail me as long as my faith is strong, whatever road I may walk along.
2.

I’ll walk with God, I’ll take His hand. I’ll talk with God, He’ll understand.
I’ll pray to Him each day to Him, and He’ll hear the words that I say.
His hand will guide my throne and rod, and I’ll never walk alone while I walk with God.
Catherine Carter, soprano
Gospel Lesson
John 15: 5-9
NRSV
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so
have I loved you. Abide in my love.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
You are invited to greet one another saying,
‘The peace of Christ be with you…and also with you’
*Hymn No. 314

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song
(Prayer concern cards will be collected during the hymn.)

Bridegroom

GOD’S WORD REVEALED
Sermon

“Who Are The Branches?”

Rev. Scott G. Loomer

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

Blessings
Laura Story
We pray for blessings, we pray for peace, comfort for family,
protection while we sleep. We pray for healing, for prosperity.
We pray for your mighty hand to ease our suffering. And all the while you hear each
spoken need, yet love us way too much to give us lesser things.
‘Cause what if your blessings come through raindrops? What if your healing comes through
tears? What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know you’re near?
And what if trials of this life are your mercies in disguise?
We pray for wisdom, your voice to hear. And we cry in anger when we cannot feel
you near. We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love, as if every promise from
your word in not enough. And all the while you hear each desperate plea,
and long that we’d have faith to believe. When friends betray us, when darkness
seems to win, we know that pain reminds this heart that this is not our home.
3.

‘Cause what if your blessings come through raindrops? What if your healing comes through
tears? What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know you’re near? What if my
greatest disappointments or the aching of this life is a revealing of a greater thirst this world
can’t satisfy? And what if trials of this life, the rain, the storm,
the hardest nights are your mercies in disguise?
Catherine Carter, soprano
*Doxology
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
*Affirmation of Faith
Colossians 2:6-10
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world,
and not according to Christ.
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.
Sung Call to Prayer
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer.
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. (Sing Twice)

J. Berthier

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn No. 543

Abide with Me

Eventide

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude

Prelude on the “Te Deum”

Marc Antoine Charpentier
4.

