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We’re Open on Sundays!
9:30 A.M. Sunday School &
Adult Seminar
10:30 A.M. Worship
11:30 A.M. Fellowship
Hour

We’re on the web!
www.covenantscranton.org

Save the Date
Arcadia Chorale’s
annual Bach Festival
will be held at
Covenant Church
on Saturday,
March 23rd and
Sunday, March 24th.
And . . .
Purse Bingo (to
benefit the Arcadia
Chorale) returns on
Saturday, April 6th.

Sight & Sound Theatre—”Jesus”

Covenant
Presbyterian
Church
Our Mission:
To be an instrument
for God’s
transformation of
individuals and
society by
Welcoming all who
come our way;
Seeking those who
have not come;
Teaching the
message of Christ’s
love in word and
deed;
Expressing gratitude
to God through
stewardship and
worship; and
Caring and Praying
for those in need of
emotional and
spiritual support,
direct service or
partners in their
struggle for justice
both locally and
throughout the
world.
Inside this issue:

Saturday April 13, 2019
Reserve your seat on the bus
to go see “Jesus” at Sight and Sound Theater!
Cost: $167 Adult
Children 12 and under: $106
Payment is not expected right away, but reservations must be
made.
Cost includes ticket, bus and meal at
Shady Maple Smorgasbord.
Deadline to reserve your spot is February 28th.
Questions: Contact Pastor Martha

Who We Are,
Office Notes,
Dates Ahead

2

Grace Meal,
Spring Tea

3

Christian Ed.

4

Cov. Women,
Deacons

4

Concert

6

Church
Membership

5

Pastor’s Page,
Sympathy

6

Camp, Safety
Net, Ushers,
Labyrinth

7

Jesus Bus Trip

8

The Covenanter
Volume XXXVIII, Issue 3

February 5, 2019

The Season of Light
Before we begin the season of Lent (with Ash Wednesday on March 6) allow me to
remind you of this Season of Light—between Christmas and Easter. During these weeks
(when days are only slowing getting longer) we are called to follow Christ beyond our
personal or corporate entrenchments. To remind us how difficult this can be, as February
begins, last Sunday we heard the story of Jesus’ sermon in this hometown of Nazareth. At
first, the community seems to welcome his message—proclaiming liberty to captives and
letting the oppressed go free sounds perfectly fine to them. But the ensuing conversation
devolves into an argument about insiders and outsiders and the next thing you know, the
hometown crowd is ready to throw Jesus over the cliff!
The Apostle Paul, who planted many congregations throughout the Mediterranean
world and who struggled to help them grasp the implications of being grafted into Christ,
spoke powerfully about the importance of reconciliation which, at its heart, is about
breaking down barriers so relationships can be restored. In Ephesians he writes: “For Christ
is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups (Jew and Gentile) into one and has
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.” And in 2 Corinthians Paul
testifies to the God “who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation.”
With all our political wrangling about a “border wall” in our nation, I’m reminded of
a poem, Mending Wall, by Robert Frost. In his words he takes us with him as he and his
neighbor go through their annual process of “setting the wall between us” which weather,
man, and beast have breached. In the middle of this exercise, Frost wonders aloud why
they do it. “Good fences make good neighbors,” comes his neighbor’s reply. And Frost
challenges: “Why do they make good neighbors? Isn’t it where there are cows? But here
there are no cows. Before I built a wall I’d ask to know what I was walling in or walling out,
and to whom I was like to give offence. Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, that
wants it down.” In the end, Frost concludes of his neighbor, “He moves in darkness as it
seems to me, not of woods only and the shade of trees.”

Continued on Page 6 . . . .
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Staff Info.

Dates Ahead

Sympathy

Church Address:
Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510
Phone: 570-346-6400

February
2/7—Infant Care Board, 6:00 P.M.
2/9—Family Fellowship has been cancelled for this month
2/11—Communications, 6:00 P.M.
2/12—Session, 7:00 P.M., Covenant Room
2/13—Labyrinth available
2/15—Grace Meal
2/17—Women’s Tea Hostess meeting, 11:30 A.M.
2/18—Church office closed
2/19—Deacons, 7:00 P.M., Covenant House
2/21—Worship & Music, 12:00 P.M.
2/24—Christian Ed. committee, after worship
2/24—Covenant Public Concert, 3:00 P.M.
2/26—Trustees, 6:30 P.M.
2/27—Labyrinth available
2/28—Women’s Circle, 6:00 P.M.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Whatever happened to Men’s Breakfast you ask?
Mrs. Kathlyn Matthews and family on the passing Well … let’s bring it back!
of her son, Mr. Clinton Matthews.
Same time . . .
Same menu . . .
The sympathy of the congregation is also exSame good conversation!
tended to Mr. Michael Maher and family on the
passing of his step mother, Mrs. Lynn Maher.
Join Pastor Scott on Tuesday,
February 26, 2019 at
7:00 A.M. in the Covenant House.
Bring a friend … invite someone to join you!

March
3/3—Fellowship Comm. After worship, 11:30 A.M.
3/6—Ash Wednesday service, 5:45 P.M., sanctuary
3/9—Family Fellowship, 9:30 A.M.
3/12—Session, 7:00 P.M.
3/13—Cooking Baking, 10:00 A.M.
3/13—Lent service & soup, 5:45 P.M.
3/15—Dinners 4 Eight, 6:00 P.M.

Fellowship Hour

Usher & Communion Schedule

Thank You to everyone who has volunteered so
far in 2019. A sign-up poster is available in the
Sawtelle Auditorium. A stipend of $30.00 is
available to help with supplies.

Feb. 10th—Team 4
Glenn Miller, Norma Gabriel, Ted Praschak, Jane
Roberts, John Duffy, Warren Keller

Business Mailing
Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510
Rev. Scott G. Loomer, Pastor
Cell: 570-578-9424
Email: floomer3@aol.com
Phone Extension: 223
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan,
Associate Pastor of Christian
Education & Family Ministry
Cell: 609-670-2053
Email:
mypastormartha@gmail.com
Phone Extension: 222
Director of Music/Organist
Dr. Timothy Smith
Phone Extension: 227
Email: cpcmusic@frontier.com
Church Operations Manager
Mrs. Lee Carr
Cell: 570-241-3366
Email: leecarr.cpc@gmail.com
Phone Extension: 224
Receptionist/Secretary
Mrs. Patricia Ollendyke,
Email: cpcpatti@epix.net
Phone Extension: 221
Mr. Clarence Cobb, Sexton

Mens Breakfast

Open dates: February 17th and all of March.

Weekly Group Meetings held at Covenant
*AA—every Monday and Saturday evening at 8:00 P.M.
*Alanon—every Tuesday and Friday afternoon at 1:00 P.M.
*Stamp Club meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at
7:00 P.M.

Feb. 17th—Team 5
Ken Pembridge, Frank Ciero, Roy Pauli, Michael
Carr, Himran Aziz, Ilhanan Raza, Gabriella
Temperino, Dominic Temperion
March 3rd Communion Team 1
Wendy Belaski—Captain

Labyrinth
You can now subscribe to Covenant Church
website news & updates. Sign up at https://
covenantscranton.org/subscribe/ to receive email
updates when new bulletins, newsletters, or
events are added to our church website.
www.covenantscranton.org
Instagram and Twitter: @cpcscranton

Quiet your mind . . . Restore your Spirit
Covenant Presbyterian Church invites you to join us on a Lenten journey.
The Labyrinth will be available for walks in the Sawtelle Auditorium on the
second and fourth Wednesday of each month from 1:00—4:00 P.M. and
6:30—8:30 P.M., February 13th and 27th.
Beginning on Wednesday, March 6th (Ash Wednesday) the Labyrinth will be
available each week during Lent. Guest musician, Andrea Wittchen, harp, and
candlelight will create a serene setting on Wednesday, April 10th. All are
welcome to walk, meditate or just sit and listen to beautiful music.
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Christian Education
Godly Play
Children age 4 through 3rd grade are excused to
Godly Play after the Children’s Sermon during
worship. (Children in 4th—12th grade shall
remain in worship).

C-3 Youth Group
Covenant Chosen Children or C 3 is designed for
4th through 8th grade. The group will meet from
12:30 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. on Sundays. This will give
our young people an opportunity to attend the
children’s choir from 12:00—12:30 P.M. before
Sunday School
coming to group. We will not meet on February
Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 A.M. on the
10th or 17th as Pastor Martha will be away. See
third floor. All youth age 4 through 12th grade are you on February 24th.
invited to Sunday School. Age 4 through second
grade and third grade through eight grade meet
Monday School
on the third floor of the church. Senior highs meet Looking for a small group adult
in the Covenant House.
bible study? Join us at Monday
School! The group meets at
Adult Education
6:30 P.M. in the Covenant
Adult Education classes meet on Sunday morning House and is currently studying
at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8. Dr. Brian Kaschak will be the letter of John and Psalms.
leading the class in studying the book of James.

Deacons Corner
Next Regular Deacons Meeting—Tuesday,
February 19, 2019, 7:00 P.M., Covenant House
Flower Delivery
Feb. 10th—Kate Hollenberg
Feb. 17th—JoAnn Cortazar, Gail Clark
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Covenant Public Concerts
Covenant Public Concerts
Music to Feed Your Soul presents
Jay Smar

Traditional American Folk Music
Sunday, February 24, 2019 ~ 3:00 P.M.
Armed with two guitars, baritone vocals, claw hammer banjo and
fiddling, singing and flat-footin’, Jay Smar serves his audience an
“acoustic buffet” of traditional American and original folk, old
time mountain music, bluegrass and gospel tunes, as well as coal
mining songs of NEPA preceded by their origin.
You won’t want to miss this extraordinary musical event!
All concerts are FREE with a free-will offering to support the series.
Non-Perishable Food Items collected for
Safety Net at all concerts.

Covenant Women
The Covenant Women’s Association held their
annual meeting this past Sunday, February 3,
2019, after worship in the sanctuary. The budget
for 2019 was reviewed and approved.

Pledge cards have been mailed to all women—
please prayerfully consider making a pledge to
“Knee”mail—if you would like to be added to
Covenant Women. All pledges assist us in
Covenant’s email prayer list please send a request
upholding our Mission contributions as well as
to cpckneemail@gmail.com.
fund our yearly activities.
In our prayers:
Craig & Bernadette Westbrook, Sr., Lois Behlke,
Dan & Bonnie Welsch, Sally Kennedy, Lois Hein,
Kathlyn Matthews, Jane Martin, Sally Wilchek,
Richard Rushmore, Gail Wintermute, Roberta
Tighe, Ken Dolph, Larry Sykes, Nancy Kohl, Rob
McKeage, Alice Goodall, Dana Nelson, Sally
Dietrick.

Volume XXXVIII, Issue 3

Covenant Women maintain a display cabinet
located on the first floor of the church. Perhaps
you need a baby gift? There are many handmade
sweater sets available. Other items are also for
sale in the cabinet. Stop and take a look!
Women’s Circle
The next gathering of the Women’s Circle will be
held on Thursday, February 28th, at 6:00 P.M.
Dinner will be served ($7.00). The circle group is
working on mission needs in our community.
All are welcome to attend! Please RSVP.

Interested in Church Membership?
The Presbyterian Church (USA) formally describes "membership" in the church this way:
The Meaning of Membership
a.) The incarnation of God in the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ gives to the church not only its mission but also its
understanding of membership. One becomes an active member of
the church through faith in Jesus Christ as savior and acceptance of
his Lordship in all of life. Baptism and public profession of faith in
Jesus as Lord are the visible signs of entrance into the active
membership of the church.
b.) Persons may enter into active church membership in the following ways: by profession of faith,
reaffirmation of faith in Jesus Christ, or transfer of certificate from another church.
The next opportunity for the Session to receive new members will be at their meeting on Tuesday,
February 12, 2019. If you've been participating in worship and activities of our church family and
would like to be presented for membership, speak with either of our pastors.
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Grace Meal

A good deal of the opposition Jesus experienced in his ministry—including in his hometown—had to do
with how he pushed the presumed boundaries of God’s circle of care outward, so that it encompassed
those whom law and tradition had walled out. When at his crucifixion the curtains of the Temple are
torn in two from top to bottom—the last wall between God and humanity is breached. But we human
beings are good at building and maintaining walls and fences. And so the work of erecting them in
locations both new and old continues ad nauseam.
Yet, however much we find ourselves tilting toward the task of erecting or reinforcing barriers that
would divide, Jesus shows us—and great poets remind us—not to mindlessly accept the convention of
wall building, but to bend will and body instead to the task of their dismantling.
There’s a message in the Gospel somewhere if we can find it.

Join us for a Grace Meal
Friday, February 15, 2019 ~ 6:00 P.M.
Sharing a meal with someone can be an expression of love and
concern. Many faith communities share a meal for special occasions
or bring a meal to someone in a time of crisis. As a church, we want
to gather at the table because we are family.
When you make your reservation for Grace Meal, you will also be
guaranteed a meal to take and deliver to someone. Deliver it to
someone who may be ill and recovering; to someone who needs to
experience a little bit of grace in their life; to someone who can use a
kind gesture. It doesn’t matter who you deliver it to, but just take a
meal and share the grace you have received.
Please RSVP to the church office by Sunday February 10th. The cost of your meal is $7, which includes
the meal you deliver. Meal choices include: Chicken Marsala, Chicken Parmesan, Pasta & Meatballs
Feel free to bring a dessert to share.
Call Pastor Martha with any questions—609-670-2053.

Camp Lackawanna

Have a Heart

Do you know a student who
is looking for a fun and
exciting summer job? Camp
Lackawanna is looking to fill a
number of staff positions for
the 2019 camp season. We are looking for male
and female counselors (18 year or older),
lifeguards, arts and craft leader, program
coordinator, and more. Dates of employment are
June 27-July 26. Applicants should enjoy working
with children, being outdoors, and teaching
campers about their faith in Jesus and the
Bible. There is no better summer than a summer
at camp, so spread the word about this great
summer job opportunity.

Safety Net is a non-profit agency sponsored by
several local churches, including Covenant. Each
month hundreds of local people in need find
emergency support in our building by coming to
Safety Net. They have an on site mini-pantry,
emergency clothing, vouchers for emergency
fresh food/transportation/medical or rent
assistance.

Applicants can apply online
at www.camplackawannafirst.com.
Please contact Laurie Clapper with any
questions: camplackawanna.director@gmail.com

Most needed items: Jelly,
canned meats (spam, chicken),
canned stews, Chef Boyardee
products, rice. (No canned
vegetables or pasta needed).

February and March are Covenant’s months to
help supply the Safety Net pantry with nonperishable foods. Bags and a list can be found at
the entrances to the sanctuary. Any help you can
give to Safety Net can help people in need and is
greatly appreciated!

Covenant Women’s Spring Tea
“Music Through the Decades”
Friday, April 5, 2018, 6:30PM
Tickets will be available after February 17th.
Adults: $10
Children 7-12: $5
6 & under: Free
Your ticket will automatically enter you into the drawing for a door prize!
EVERYONE ATTENDING NEEDS A TICKET! Contact any hostess listed below for a ticket.
Menu includes: Sandwiches, chips, pickles, dessert, punch, iced/hot tea, and coffee.
Entertainment: Our own Dr. Timothy Smith and members of our church choir
Request: Men are needed to assist in the kitchen that evening (help with coffee/tea/punch and
cleanup). Contact Norma Ciero or Sara Wintermute if you can help.
Hostesses: Sara/Debbie Wintermute: 1920s
Marilyn Griffiths: 1940s or 1950s
Genie Jones: 1950s
Joann Cortazar/Norma Ciero: 1960s
Elaine Young and April Beky: 1920s
Linda Frangos: 1970s
MORE HOSTESSES ARE NEEDED. If interested contact Norma Ciero: 570-881-4459 or Sara Wintermute
570-561-3478.
HOSTESSES: There will be a meeting on February 17th in room 8 immediately
following worship (feel free to bring some goodies from coffee hour to the
meeting!). It is important that you attend. You will be receiving your
instruction sheet, dessert choices, tickets, and have any questions you might
have answered.

