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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week at Covenant:
*Session, 3/12, 7:00 P.M. Covenant Room.
*Cookie Baking, 3/13, 10:00 A.M.
*Lent Service & Soup, 3/13, 5:45 P.M.
Next Week:
*Deacons, 3/19, 7:00 P.M.
*Lent Service & Soup, 3/20, 5:45 P.M.
*Worship & Music, 3/21, 12:00 P.M.
*Bach Festival Orchestra Concert, 3/23, 7:30
P.M., Covenant Church
*Bach Festival Choral Concert, 3/24, 3:00
P.M., Covenant Church
*Trustees, 3/24, after worship, Room 8.
Today’s Ushers: Team 4
Glenn Miller, Norma Gabriel, Ted Praschak,
Elaine Young, Warren Kller
March 17th—Team 5
Ken Pembridge, Frank Ciero, Roy Pauli,
Michael Carr, Himran Aziz

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
1st Sunday in Lent

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
March 10, 2019

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship.
However, nursery & childcare are available, please ask an usher.
As you arrive in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer
to center your thoughts and spirit. As the Prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.
With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to church’ to ‘being the church’
as we worship together.
Jesus began his ministry to the world, led by the Spirit into the wilderness. In those forty days,
and in that place, Jesus was faced with hunger, doubt, and temptation. Jesus left the
wilderness, faithful and obedient to God, rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted. As we begin
our Lenten journey, let us be led by the Spirit, even into the uncomfortable places.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

I Pray to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ
Have Mercy on Me, O Lord God

Johann Sebastian Bach

Prayer of Invocation
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Sunday School
Classes meet at 9:30 A.M. on the third floor. All youth age 4 through 12th grade
are invited to Sunday School.
Adult Education
Adult Education classes meet at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8 with Dr. Brian Kaschak
leading.
Monday School
Looking for a small group adult bible study? Join us at Monday School!
The group meets at 6:30 P.M. in the Covenant House and are currently studying
the letter of John and Psalms.
C-3 Youth Group
Covenant Chosen Children or C 3 is designed for 4th through 8th grade. The group
will meet from 12:30 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. on Sundays. This will give our young
people an opportunity to attend the children’s choir from 12:00—12:30 P.M. before
coming to group. In March the group will meet on the 10th and 24th.

Call to Worship
Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.

*Processional Hymn No. 260

Godly Play
Children age 4 through 3rd grade are excused to Godly Play after the Children’s
Sermon during worship. (Children in 4th—12th grade shall remain in worship).

Ein’ Feste Burg

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
God of our ancestors and of our lives, you know too well our attempts to play
God as we manage things for our own advantage and not yours. Forgive those
times we rely on our own wit and wisdom instead of seeking spiritual depths of
faith in you. Heal those chasms we create, cutting ourselves off from sisters and
brothers, and from you. Help us to trust. Lead us to discover joy. Teach us to
show kindness, and hear our silent prayers which we offer now . . .
Silent Confession . . . Amen.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 21, 2019
The Christian Education committee is planning our annual Easter Egg Hunt.
Help is needed with donations of candy. Candy should be individually wrapped
and nut free. Some suggestions for nut free candy include: Swedish Fish,
Starburst, Tootsie Rolls, Hershey Kisses, and Dove Chocolates.
Donations may be dropped off at the church office during the week or on Sundays
(bring to Fellowship Hour) by Sunday April 7th.
If you have any questions please call Pastor Martha or the
church office.
Save the Date! Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Saturday, April 13, 2019
9:00—11:00 A.M.
All proceeds to benefit the Infant Care Program

Covenant Women’s Spring Tea ~ “Music Through the Decades’
Friday, April 5, 2019 ~ 6:30 P.M.
Adults: $10.00 Children 7-12: $5.00
Tickets are available from any hostess: Debbie Wintermute/Sara Wintermute,
Elaine Young/April Beky, Genie Jones, Delilah Zvirblis, Marilyn Griffiths, Patti
Ollendyke, Lee Carr, Linda Frangos, JoAnn Cortazar/Norma Ciero, Andrea
Yerke, Kim Pacyna/Melissa Ciero/Debbie Ritter, Sue Fischer.
Any questions or for more information please call Norma Ciero: 570-881-4459
or Sara Wintermute 570-561-3478.

Response No. 572
“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie

Assurance of Pardon and Grace
*Response of Praise
The God of Abraham praise, Who reigns enthroned above;
The ancient of eternal days, The God of love!
The Lord, The Great I Am, by earth and Heav’n confessed,
We bow before Your Holy Name, Forever blest.

Leoni

Covenant Women
Pledge cards have been mailed to all women—please prayerfully consider making a
pledge to Covenant Women. All pledges assist us in upholding our Mission
contributions as well as fund our yearly activities.

Welcome, Joys & Concerns

Cookie Baking Returns!
Wednesday, March 13th, the cookie bakers will be back in action! You can join
them in the kitchen at 10:00 A.M. if you’d like to help. Cookies will be for sale
during Fellowship Hour on Sunday, March 17th.

Psalter Lesson
Psalm 25: 1-10
NRSV
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult
over me.
Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are
wantonly treacherous.
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I
wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been
from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his
covenant and his decrees.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Interested in Church Membership?
The next opportunity for the Session to receive new members will be at their
meeting on Tuesday, March 12, 2019. If you've been participating in worship and
activities of our church family and would like to be presented for membership,
speak with either of our pastors.
Deacons
The Deacons need your help! Twice a year the Deacons pack ‘Goody Boxes” for
college students. There’s nothing like receiving a box full of chips/pop tarts/energy
bars/candy, etc. to help with studying for finals! The Deacons would like to ask for
donations of snacks to help fill the boxes. You can drop items off at the church
office or at the reception desk on Sunday’s. We will be packing the boxes on
Tuesday, March 19th. (NO liquids please!)
Safety Net
February and March are Covenant’s months to help supply the Safety
Net pantry with non-perishable foods. Bags and a list can be found at
the entrances to the sanctuary.

GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination
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Anthem
Lord Jesus, Think on Me
Raymond Haan
Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin; from earth-born passion set me free,
and make me pure with-in. Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray; through darkness
and perplexity point thou the heavenly way. Lord Jesus, think on me, with care and woe
oppressed; let me thy loving servant be, and taste thy promised rest. Lord Jesus, think on me,
amid the battle’s strife; in all my pain and misery be thou my health and life.
Lord Jesus, think on me, when flows the tempest high; when on doth rush the enemy,
O Savior, be thou nigh. Lord Jesus, think on me, that, when the flood is past,
I may eternal brightness see, and share thy joy at last.
Chancel Choir
Gospel Lesson
Mark 1: 12-15
NRSV
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Sermon & The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Mr. Bruce Jordan
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Sharing the Peace of Christ
You are invited to greet one another saying,
‘The peace of Christ be with you…and also with you’
*Hymn No. 81

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days
(Prayer concern cards will be collected during the hymn.)

St. Flavian

GOD’S WORD REVEALED
Sermon

“In the Wilderness—a Time of Learning”

Rev. Scott G. Loomer

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
3.

GOOD MORNING!
We’re glad you have joined us for worship this Sunday! If you are
a visitor or guest, let us know of your presence by filling out one of
the Welcome envelopes located in each pew to receive The
Covenanter, (newsletter) filled with the church’s activities. Large
print bulletins and hymnals are available—please ask an usher.
Childcare is available during worship. Godly Play meets on the
3rd floor after the Children’s Sermon (during worship) for children
age 4 through 3rd grade.
Children’s Worship Bags are located in the basket in the front of the sanctuary.
Please return bags to the basket after worship.
There will be a Fellowship Hour following worship in the Sawtelle Auditorium
(1st floor) hosted by Mrs. Elaine Young, Mrs. Norma Gabriel, Mrs. Gemma Davis,
Ms. Sue Thomas and Mrs. Jean Stubbs
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Donnell & Phyllis Gardner
Kamille & Josephine Fogley
Barbara Fogley
By Anees & Karen Fogley
Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Scott G. Loomer, Pastor
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan, Associate Pastor
Dr. Tim Smith, Organist/Director of Music
Mrs. Linda Frangos, Liturgist
CROSSES IN THE CHANCEL
The Cross Banners hanging in the Chancel symbolize Lenten Scripture messages.
Designed and crafted in 1992 by Susan Shontz and Lorrie Loughney, the banners
remind us that we all must choose our crosses and follow Jesus and were designed to
help us find our stories in the symbols.
The Tau Cross, named for the Greek letter from which it takes its shape, is an
austere, spare design reminding us of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. The burst
of white represents Jesus’ triumph over temptation. (wall to your left)

Lent Worship at Covenant Church
Wednesday Lenten Services: Carrying our Cross
Weekly services will be held in the Schautz Memorial Chapel at 5:45 P.M. with
different musical guests each week. The Labyrinth will also be available each
Wednesday in the Sawtelle Auditorium. A soup supper will be served after each
service.
March 13th
Jay Steveskey, guitar
March 20th
Sophie Till, violin
March 27th
Ed Wargo, flute
April 3rd
Tom Heinze, oboe
April 10th
Andrea Wittchen, harp (will also play for Labyrinth)
During Holy Week our Maundy Thursday service will be held in the sanctuary
at 7:00 P.M. The sacrament of Holy Communion will be observed and the
Chancel Choir will sing.
Sunday Morning Sermon Series: Wilderness Time
March 10th
A Time for Learning
March 17th
A Time of Challenge
March 24th
A Time of Dependence
March 31st
A Time of Doubt
April 7th
A Time of Comfort
April 14th
A Time of New Beginnings

Mark 1: 12-15
II Corinthians 4: 8-11
Hebrews 4: 14-16
Mark 9: 24b
II Corinthians 12: 7b-10

Offertory
Forty Days and Forty Nights
arr. Harrison Oxley
Forty days and forty nights thou wast fasting in the wild, forty days and forty nights tempted
and yet undefiled. Sunbeams scorching all the day, chilly dewdrops nightly shed, prowling
beasts about thy way, stones thy pillow, earth thy bed. Let us thine endurance share, and from
earthly joys abstain, with thee watching unto prayer, strong with thee to suffer pain.
And if Satan, vexing sore, flesh or spirit should assail, thou, his vanquisher before, grant we
may not faint nor fail. So shall we have peace divine, holier gladness ours shall be,
round us too shall angels shine, such as ministered to thee. Keep, O keep us, Savior dear,
ever constant by thy side, that with thee we may appear at the eternal Eastertide.
Chancel Choir
*Doxology
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Sung Call to Prayer
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer.
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. (Sing Twice)

J. Berthier

Prayers of the People
GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn No. 87

The Glory of These Forty Days

Erhalt Uns Herr

*Charge & Benediction
*Choral Response
God Be in My Head
Rita E. Landrum
God be in my head, and in my understanding; God be in mine eyes and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing. A-men.
*Postlude

Fantasie: Ein fest Burg ist unser Gott

Michael Praetorius

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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