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OUR MISSION
To be an instrument for God’s
transformation of individuals and
society by
Welcoming all who come our way;
Seeking those who have not come;
Teaching the message of Christ’s
love in word and deed;
Expressing gratitude to God
through stewardship and worship;
and
Caring and Praying for those in
need of emotional and spiritual
support, direct service or partners
in their struggle for justice both
locally and throughout the world.

Chicken BBQ
Save the Date!
May 5, 2019
At Covenant Presbyterian Church
Meal includes: Chicken,
Baked Potato, Applesauce, Baked Beans,
Roll & Dessert
Those attending worship can pick up
dinners in the Sawtelle Auditorium.
Curbside pick-up from 12:00—2:00 P.M.
Tickets will be available soon.

Sunday School/Adult Ed.
9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship
10:30 A.M.
Wednesday Worship
during Lent
5:45 P.M.
Holy Communion
First Sunday
of each month

DATES AHEAD
Spring Tea
April 5
Bunny Breakfast
April 13
‘Jesus’ Bus Trip
April 13
Lent Workshop
April 14
Maundy Thursday Service
April 18
Easter Sunday
April 21

In one sense, there’s nothing special about “Holy Week.” Just another
sequence of eight days each spring — nothing is intrinsically holy about this
Sunday to Sunday that moves around the calendar each year.
We have no mandate from Jesus or his apostles to mark these days for
particular observance. Paul, for one, would be quite happy for us to partake, or
not. “One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems
all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind” (Romans 14:5).
Celebrating Holy Week is not an obligation, but it is an opportunity. It is a
chance to focus our minds on, and seek to intensify our affections for, the most
important and timeless of realities.
While not mandating the observance, or even suggesting it, the New
Testament does give us indirect reason, if we’re looking for it. The final eight of
Matthew’s 28 chapters are given to this one week, along with the last six of
Mark’s sixteen and the final six of Luke’s 24.
Most significant, though, is John. Ten of the Gospel’s 21 chapters —
essentially half—deal with the final week of our Lord’s life, his betrayal, his trials,
his crucifixion, and his triumphant resurrection.
Without any arm-twisting or conscience-pressing, I would encourage you
to consider how you might make the most of this week. These are some of the
darkest and brightest days in the history of the world, and they are rich with soulsustaining food and life-clarifying vision.
In the chaos of our increasingly fast-paced and
hectic society, Holy Week is a reminder to pause and
ponder, to carefully mark each day and not let this
greatest of all weeks fly by us like every other.
Perhaps pick a time each day—alone or with
family or housemates—to slow down and savor what
was happening during the Passion week some two
thousands years ago. Consider reading one (or a
couple) of the Passion narratives from the Gospels:
 Matthew 21–28
 Mark 11–16
 Luke 19–24
 John 12–21
Continued on page 3
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Staff Information

Email & Social Media
Covenant Presbyterian Church
wants to stay connected to you!
Church website:

Church Address:
Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510
Phone: 570-346-6400

www.covenantscranton.org

Business Mailing
Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Rev. Scott G. Loomer, Pastor
Cell: 570-578-9424
Email: floomer3@aol.com
Phone Extension: 223
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan,
Associate Pastor of Christian Education & Family Ministry
Cell: 609-670-2053
Email: mypastormartha@gmail.com
Phone Extension: 222
Director of Music/Organist
Dr. Timothy Smith
Phone Extension: 227
Email: cpcmusic@frontier.com
Church Operations Manager
Mrs. Lee Carr
Cell: 570-241-3366
Email: leecarr.cpc@gmail.com
Phone Extension: 224
Receptionist/Secretary
Mrs. Patricia Ollendyke,
Email: cpcpatti@epix.net
Phone Extension: 221
Mr. Clarence Cobb, Sexton

April
4/3—Lent service & soup, 5:45 P.M.
4/4—Infant Care Board, 6:00 P.M.
4/5—Women’s Spring Tea, 6:30 P.M.
4/6—Arcadia Purse Bingo, 1:00 P.M.
4/7—Holy Communion
4/9—Session, 7:00 P.M.
4/10—Cookie Baking, 10:00 A.M.
4/10—Lent service & soup, 5:45 P.M. with special Labyrinth music,
starting at 7:00 P.M.
4/13—Breakfast with the Easter Bunny, 9—11:00 A.M.
4/13—”Jesus” bus trip
4/14—Palm Sunday—Lent Workshop after worship.
4/16—Deacons, 7:00 P.M.
4/17—Labyrinth available, 1—4:00 P.M. & 6:30—8:30 P.M.
4/18—Maundy Thursday service, 7:00 P.M., sanctuary
4/19—Good Friday, church office closes at noon.
Weekly Group Meetings held at Covenant
*AA—every Monday and Saturday evening at 8:00 P.M.
*Alanon—every Tuesday and Friday afternoon at 1:00 P.M.
*Stamp Club meets the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at
7:00 P.M.

SAVE THE DATE
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
August 5-8, 2019

Covenant’s Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir are
busy rehearsing for Lent and Easter (and the Women’s Tea)!
April 7
‘When I Survey the Wondrous Cross’ Martin
‘Let Us Love One Another’ Sherman
Palm Sunday ‘My Eternal King’ Jane Marshall
Chancel Handbells
Easter
Brass & Organ, Handel and Charpentier
‘Christ the Lord is Risen Again’ John Rutter
‘Joy in the Morning’ Natalie Sleeth

Subscribe to Covenant Church
website news & updates. Sign up at
https://covenantscranton.org/
subscribe/ to receive email updates
when the Sunday bulletin,
Covenanter, or events are added to
our church website.
You can also follow us on Instagram
and Twitter: @cpcscranton

Many Thanks to all those who donated goodies for the concert
reception on Sunday, March 31st. You efforts are greatly
appreciated.

Does the church office have your
email address? We occasionally
send out emails with updates,
recent news and reminders. Call
the church office and let us know
your email address. (Don’t worry,
we won’t email you every day!).

Covenant Public Concerts will take a break over the summer
months with our final concert for 2019 coming on October 6th with
the return of Jennifer Hoult, harp.
Purse Bingo
(to benefit the Arcadia Chorale)
Saturday, April 6, 2019
1:00 P.M.
Tickets available at the door!

USHER & COMMUNION SCHEDULE
Calling all Graduates!
Covenant Church would like to recognize you and
your achievements during worship on
Sunday, June 2, 2019.
If you are a church member graduating or have a
child graduating—please call Patti Ollendyke at
the church office. Graduates will be receive a
letter with a request for their information and a
photo. We will highlight our Graduates in upcoming editions of
The Covenanter.

April 7th—Team 2
Sara & Matt Scott, Emily Maher, Rick
& Chris Wagner, Marilyn Griffiths,
Rufus Holmes, JoAnn Cortazar
April 14th—Team 3
Todd Sykes, Frank, Lisa, Frank &
Leslie Major, Bob Jones
April 7th Communion Team 2
Alice Goodall—Captain
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Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 21, 2019
The Christian Education committee is planning our
annual Easter Egg Hunt for children. Children may
gather in the Covenant Room immediately
following worship.
If you have older children (4th grade and up) who
would like to help hide the eggs, please let Pastor
Martha know in advance.

Help is needed with donations of candy and plastic
eggs. Candy should be individually wrapped and nut free.
Godly Play
Some suggestions for nut free candy include: Swedish
Children age 4 through 3rd grade are excused to
Fish, Starburst, Tootsie Rolls, Hershey Kisses,
Godly Play after the Children’s Sermon during
and Dove Chocolates.
worship. (Children in 4th—12th grade shall
Donations may be dropped off at the church office during
remain in worship).
the week or on Sundays (bring to Fellowship Hour) by
Sunday April 7th. If you have any questions please call
Sunday School
Pastor Martha or the church office.
Classes meet each Sunday at 9:30 A.M. on the
third floor. All youth age 4 through 12th grade
are invited to Sunday School. Age 4 through 2nd
grade, and 3rd grade through 8th grade meet on
the third floor of the church. Senior highs meet
in the Covenant House.
Adult Education
Adult Education classes meet on Sunday
morning at 9:30 A.M. in Room 8. Dr. Brian
Kaschak will be leading the class in studying the
book of James.

Breakfast with the
Easter Bunny
Saturday, April 13, 2019

C-3 Youth Group
9:00 A.M.—11:00
Covenant Chosen Children or C3 is designed for
th
th
4 through 8 grade. The group will meet from
12:30 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. on Sundays. This will
Join us for a fun-filled morning
give our young people an opportunity to attend
of pancakes, children’s
the children’s choir from 12:00—12:30 P.M.
activities and more!
before coming to group. See you on April 7th &
Be sure to bring your camera
28th.
for your child’s picture with the
Bunny!
Monday School
Looking for a small group adult bible study? Join
us at Monday School! The group meets at 6:30 Ticket Donation:
$8/adult $5/child
P.M. in the Covenant House and is currently
All proceeds benefit
studying the Book of Revelation and Psalms.

The Infant Care Program!
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CAMP LACKAWANNA
Join Pastor Martha at Camp Lackawanna this summer. Pastor
Martha and Bruce Jordan will be directing “You and Me
Camp” July 7th through 9th. You and Me camp is designed as
an introduction to sleep-away camp. It is a half-week program
which runs Sunday through Tuesday and is the perfect way to
acclimate your child with camp life while making memories
with their parent or other special adult in the great outdoors.
The campers experience the independence to make new
friends in their cabin, knowing their parent is close by (in a
cabin with other adult campers). Campers will go about their
days supervised by counselors. Parents are encouraged to
join their child in many of camp’s adventures, but also have
the freedom to take a relaxing afternoon to themselves,
knowing their children are well cared for and having the time
of their lives. If you have a child entering 1st through 3rd
grade in the fall, please consider joining us at camp.

Adventure, Wet-N-Wild, Sports, Night Owls and MAD (Music, Art, Drama) are some of the other camps
offered. Ages range from 1st through 12th grade.

Registration for 2019 is open! Go to www.camplackawannafirst.com
To all potential Campers! We have AMAZING news to share with you! For anyone attending Camp
Lackawanna for the first time, there will be a 50% discount off the normal weekly cost. If you are the new
camper and were invited by someone, please just note your referring friend’s name on your application.
For any returning camper who brings a friend to Camp (no residential family members or previous campers)
a 20% discount will apply. The procedure is simple. When registering, just put down the name of who you
referred and if they register then you will be refunded 20% of your camp cost. This sweet offer is available

On Saturday, April 27, 2019 the Deacons will
be assisting with the yearly visit by the
Mexican Consulate.

A.M.
In our prayers:
Craig & Bernadette Westbrook, Sr., Lois Behlke,
Dan & Bonnie Welsch, Sally Kennedy, Lois Hein,
Kathlyn Matthews, Jane Martin, Sally Wilchek,
Richard Rushmore, Gail Wintermute, Roberta Tighe, Ken
Dolph, Larry Sykes, Nancy Kohl, Dana & Donna Nelson.
Next Regular Deacons Meeting—Tuesday,
April 16, 2019, 7:00 P.M.
Flower Delivery
April 7th—JoAnn Cortazar & Robin Nash-Arneil
April 14th—Scott Erb, Ken Pembridge

Volunteers will serve as greeters, help with
the refreshment table (donate refreshments)
and clean-up. Depending on the need,
anywhere from 100 to 300 people may pass
through our doors on this day. Our goal is to
make the people that the Mexican Consulate
serve feel welcome and comfortable while
they are waiting for their appointment.
Please speak to Pam Huddy or Patti Ollendyke
with questions or to volunteer.
College students should
check their mailboxes
this week for some
Goody boxes from the
Deacons!
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2019 Mission Funding
At it’s regular March meeting the Session was pleased to approve the list
of recipients for 2019 from the Sophia R. Torrey Fund.

A gift to One Great Hour of
Sharing enables the church to
share God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the
world by providing relief to
those affected by natural
disasters, provide food to the
hungry, and helping to empower
the poor and oppressed.
One third of the offering goes to
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, another third to the
Self Development of People with
the final third going to the
Presbyterian Hunger Program.
Watch your mailbox for a special
letter from the Pastor about
OGHS along with an offering
envelope. Contributions to
OGHS can be made throughout
Lent. We will dedicate our
offerings on Easter Sunday,
April 21, 2019.
Children are encouraged to
return their fish banks on Easter
Sunday!

*The Infant Care Program
*Safety Net
*Scholarships to Camp Lackawanna
*Breadbasket of NEPA
*American Lung Association
*Community Intervention Center
*OUTREACH
*Edward R, Leahy Jr. Center Clinic
*Holiday Christmas Bureau
*Family to Family
*Friendship House
*Catherine McAuley Center
*Meals on Wheels
*SCOLA
*Saint Francis Commons

*Voluntary Action Center
*Heart Association Walk
*Teresa's Angels
*UNICEF
*Neighborhood Works
*Women's Resource Center
*Prison Ministry
*Member Mission grants
*Covenant's Higher Education
Scholarships
*Hands-On-Ministry
*PC(USA) Missionaries
*Lackawanna Presbytery, Camp
Lackawanna Tuition
*Presbytery Mission

The Session received the following people into membership of Covenant
Church at the March meeting.
Nichole & Bernie Naughton (with children Hannah, Heidi, Hunter)
Jack & Lisa Neuls
New members will be recognized in worship at a later date. If anyone is
interested in membership, please speak to Pastor Scott or Pastor Martha.
The Session will meet again on April 9, 2019.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Covenant Women’s Circle
The next Women’s Circle meeting is planned for
Thursday, April 25th, at 6:00 P.M. Please RSVP for
dinner. At the March meeting the women made Easter
cards (with the help of Terri Gyza!). Deacons will deliver
cards with an lily on Easter Sunday.

Cookie Baking
The next cookie bake will be held on Wednesday, April 10th, at 10:00 A.M.
If you would like to help bake—we’ll be in the kitchen! Cookies will be for
sale after worship on Sunday, April 14th.

Carrying Our Cross
Lent Services at Covenant
Weekly services will be held in the Schautz
Memorial Chapel at 5:45 P.M. with different
musical guests each week. The Labyrinth will
also be available each Wednesday in the
Sawtelle Auditorium. A soup supper will be
served after each service.
*April 3rd:
Tom Heinze, oboe
*April 10th: Andrea Wittchen, harp
(Andrea will also play for the Labyrinth)
During Holy Week our Maundy Thursday
service will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00
P.M. The sacrament of Holy Communion will be observed and the
Chancel Choir will sing.

Quiet your mind . . .
Restore your Spirit
Covenant Presbyterian
Church invites you to join us
on a Lenten journey.
The Labyrinth will be available
each week during Lent. Guest
musician, Andrea Wittchen,
harp, and candlelight will create
a serene setting on Wednesday,
April 10th. All are welcome to
walk, meditate or just sit and
listen to beautiful music.

Sunday Morning Sermon Series: Wilderness Time
April 7th
A Time of Comfort
II Corinthians 12: 7b-10
April 14th
A Time of New Beginnings

Pastor’s Post continued . . .
Block out several minutes. Find a comfortable place to sit.
Seek to quiet your soul, and pray that God would meet you in the
events and significance of this week. And spend a few moments in
prayer after you read. Receive this week with thanksgiving, and
make it holy by the word of God and prayer (1 Timothy 4:5).
Certainly gather at Covenant Church for worship on
Maundy Thursday at 7:00 P.M. for worship and Holy Communion.
May God make this to be for you a week of being newly
grounded in the love of Christ, so plainly on display from the
resolve of Palm Sunday, to the ultimate sacrifice of Good Friday,
to the triumph of Easter Sunday. And may you freshly know the
love of Christ, in all its breadth and length and height and depth—
and wonder upon wonder, be filled with all the fullness of God.

Lent
Workshop
Join us after worship in the
Sawtelle Auditorium on
Palm Sunday, April 14th.
We will have craft projects
for children and adults.
There also will be a light
lunch for all.
To help us prepare, please
RSVP in advance.

