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This Week at Covenant:
*Monday, 8/26, 3:00 P.M., Communications
Committee
Next Week:
*Monday, 9/2, church office closed in
observance of Labor Day
Today’s Ushers: Team 2
Sara & Matt Scott, Emily Maher, Rick & Chris
Wagner, Marilyn Griffiths, Rufus Holmes,
JoAnn Cortazar
Sept. 1—Team 3
Todd Sykes, Frank, Lisa, Frank & Leslie Major,
Bob Jones
Summer Music at Covenant Church
Sept 1
Lorrie Loughney, soprano
Sept 8
Catherine Carter, soprano
Sept 15
Chancel Choir returns

SUMMER OFFICE
HOURS
JULY & AUGUST
9:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
11th Sunday after Pentecost

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
August 25, 2019

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship.
However, nursery & childcare are available, please ask an usher.
As you arrive in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer
to center your thoughts and spirit. As the Prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.
With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to church’ to ‘being the church’
as we worship together.
Loving God, you have so made us that we cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from your mouth. Give us a hunger for your Word, and in that food satisfy our daily
need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Voluntary in C minor
Rhosymedre (Lovely)

Maurice Greene
Ralph Vaughan Williams

Call to Worship
Leader: Before we got up this morning and decided to come to church,
People: God was waiting for us, to welcome us with grace.
Leader: When we are unsure of what to do;
when we falter before the next stop.
People: we come to listen to God’s voice, to learn from the One who
teaches us all we ever need to know.
Leader: When we are surrounded by cruelty and injustice;
When our fears cripple our souls,
People: God delivers us with steadfast love;
we are set free to be God’s sons and daughters.
Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn No. 274

O God of Earth and Space

It’s time for our Welcome Back Breakfast!
Join us as we kick off a new church school year!
Catch up with friends who you haven’t seen in a while.
Sunday, September 8, 2019, 9:30 A.M.
Sawtelle Auditorium (RSVP please!)
Godly Play continues for children age 4 through 3rd grade. Children are excused to
Godly Play after the Children’s Sermon during worship.
Bible Sunday
On Sunday, September 8th, we will be presenting Bibles to
children in 2nd grade. Please contact Pastor Martha if you
have a young person who will be receiving a Bible.
Sunday School
Classes will begin on Sunday, September 15th, at 9:30 A.M. Children age 4 through
8th grade meet for class on the third floor. The high school class will meet in the
Chapel.
Adult Education
Adult Education classes will begin on Sunday, September 15th, at 9:30 A.M. in
Room 8 (first floor).
American Sign Language
Are you interested in learning ASL? We are
beginning to gather a family friendly group on
Sunday after worship to learn some basic signs.
If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Martha.

Leoni

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Yet once more, we come to you with our prayers, Holy God. Our
crippling spirits keep us from following you. Our grudges weigh us down until
we cannot walk straight in your way. Our anger becomes a fire that scorches our
friends and loved ones. Our fears blind us to the goodness in those we believe to
be different.

Confirmation
In October we will begin a confirmation class for our young people. This is an
opportunity for our young people to explore their faith and make a life-long
commitment to Christ and the church. If you have a young person (8th grade or
older) who is interested in joining the church, please contact Pastor Martha.

Communications Committee News
Covenant announces a new service of GivePlus, a Vanco product, which provides
a complete range of payment solutions for religious organizations. Give+ offers the
services of text, mobile or online giving. In the coming weeks, information on
Give+ contributions will be provided in Covenant's weekly bulletins and future
Covenanters. Questions regarding online giving can be directed to any of
Covenant’s staff members.
You can visit Covenant’s “Give” webpage (on our website) and
view a short video of how GivePlus works.
https://covenantscranton.org/give/
You can also use the QR code to take you directly to the GivePlus page.
Text giving is also available at 570-363-4324
“Covenant Ladies for Zambian Ladies” Challenge
One of our Covenant Church ladies is challenging all of the ladies of Covenant
Church to support the women of the Zambian Synod. This challenge came after
Charles and Melissa Johnson, Missionaries to Zambia, met with our church
members in the Covenant Room following the church service on July 28th. Melissa
Johnson serves in the Health Department as Health Education Programs
Facilitator. Melissa and other health care workers have developed "Feminine Kits"
which are given to women in need. Each hygiene kit costs $12.00 and lasts for three
years.
Our “challenger” will match, up to $240.00, donations toward funding feminine
hygiene kits for the girls and women of the Synod of Zambia. So.... If 10 women
each make 1 donation of $12.00 each ($120.00 for 10 kits) our challenger will match
that $120.00 which would double the number of kits to 20. If there are 20 donations
of $12.00 each ($240.00 for 20 kits) we will match that $240.00, totaling $480.00
which would provide 40 kits. (Of course, what a wonderful blessing it would be if
the ladies of Covenant Church were to donate more than the $240.00 of this
challenge.)
Please forward checks to Covenant Presbyterian Church indicating that the
donation is for the “Ladies of Zambia.” The final date for the collection will be
Sunday, September 29.

You are challenged Covenant Presbyterian Ladies!!
Support the cause!

Continue to teach us better ways of living and doing, God of grace. We
confess that we have tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong. We have
lived for ourselves, and apart from you. We have turned from our neighbors and
refused to bear the burdens of others. We have ignored the pain of the world and
passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. In your great mercy forgive
our sins. You redeem us from our mistakes. Your compassion, so warm and
tender, is gifted to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Hear us as we
silently confess our sinfulness.
Silent Confession . . . Amen
Response No. 572
“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Kyrie

Assurance of Pardon and Grace
Leader: God chooses not to turn a deaf ear to us,
but to listen to our prayers.
God chooses not to shame us, but to save us.
People: This is indeed good news for us!
We are set free to drink deeply from the waters of life.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
*Response of Praise
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.
Welcome, Joys & Concerns
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination
Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 1: 4-10
NRSV
Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet
to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for
I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you
shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you,
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the
Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I
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have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and
to plant.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

O Rest in the Lord

Felix Mendelssohn
(from Elijah)
O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him, and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires.
Commit thy way unto Him and trust in Him, and fret not thyself because of evil doers.
Evelyn Munley, mezzo-soprano

Gospel Lesson
Luke 13: 10-17
NRSV
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was
bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called
her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his
hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the
leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept
saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on
those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” But the Lord answered him
and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents
were put to shame; and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things
that he was doing.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Sermon and The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 452

O Day of God, Draw Nigh
(Prayer concern cards will be collected during the hymn.)

St. Michael

GEARING UP FOR FALL!
September
2nd Church office closed in Observance of Labor Day.
8th
Welcome Back Breakfast, 9:30 A.M.
Bibles will be presented during worship.
11th Chancel Choir and Bell Choir rehearsal begins.
15th Sunday School begins, 9:30 A.M.
Children’s Choir begins today, 12:00 P.M.
22nd Pasta Dinner for the Infant Care Program, 12:00—3:00 P.M.
October
6th
World Communion Sunday—Peacemaking Offering
Covenant Women Cookie Sale
Covenant Public Concert, Jennifer Hoult, harp, 3:00 P.M.
11 & 12 Covenant Women’s Junk & Jewels sale
27th Safety Net Chicken Dinner
Arcadia Chorale Concert, 3:00 P.M.
An Opportunity for Members & Friends
Money Makeover
Are you ready to take control of your money? Financial Peace University (FPU) is a
nine-lesson course designed to help you build a budget, dump debt, grow your wealth
and leave money stress behind! Each lesson, taught by Dave Ramsey and his team of
financial experts, is based on biblical wisdom and common sense.
In your FPU group, you’ll be motivated and encouraged by others just like you!
When you sign up for FPU, you’ll get your member workbook and one free year of
Financial Peace Membership, with access to exclusive online tools to help you on
your journey.
Church member Robin Nash-Arneil will be hosting this event at Covenant Church
on Wednesday evenings beginning on September 25th from 6:30—8:30 P.M. The
course continues for 9 weeks through November 20th. The cost of the workbook and
materials is $109.00.
Contact Robin Nash-Arneil at (570) 498-4669 for more information. Go to
fpu.com/1092205 to sign up.
Disclaimer: Covenant Church is not affiliated with nor does it endorse FPU or Dave Ramsey.
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GOOD MORNING!
We’re glad you have joined us for worship this Sunday! If you are
a visitor or guest, let us know of your presence by filling out one of
the Welcome envelopes located in each pew to receive The
Covenanter, (newsletter) filled with the church’s activities. Large
print bulletins and hymnals are available—please ask an usher.
Childcare is available during worship. Godly Play meets on the
3rd floor after the Children’s Sermon (during worship) for children
age 4 through 3rd grade. Godly Play will continue to meet over the summer.
Children’s Worship Bags are located in the basket in front of the sanctuary.
Please return bags to the basket after worship.
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
David J. Keene
Gov. William W. Scranton
By Linda & Jennifer Keene
Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan, Associate Pastor
Dr. Tim Smith, Organist/Director of Music
Evelyn Munley, soloist
Pictorial Directory
Please be a part of our new family directory!
We need YOU to make our new family album complete!
We have chosen to partner with Lifetouch for professional photography
that will connect our members!
Our last Photo Directory was produced in 2014.
Photography Dates: October 23, 24 & 25
(Think Christmas cards!) Sign-up will begin in September!
Construction Alert
Work is scheduled to begin in the Madison Ave. entranceway on August 26th.
Painting of the walls will be done and the entryway will be closed. There will be
access through the handicap entryway during the construction.

GOD’S WORD REVEALED
Sermon

“The One Who Knows”

Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Charles F. Harris
I heard the voice of Jesus say: “Come unto me and rest; lay down thou weary one, thy head
upon my breast.” I came to Jesus as I was, weary, worn and sad; I found in Him a resting
place and He has made me glad. I heard the voice of Jesus say: “Behold, I freely give the living
water, thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.” I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life
giving stream; my thirst was quenched, my soul revived. And now I live in Him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say; “I am this dark world’s Light; look unto me, thy morn shall rise
and all thy day be bright.” I looked to Jesus and I found in Him my star, my sun;
and in that Light of life I’ll walk ‘till traveling days are done.
Evelyn Munley, mezzo-soprano
*Doxology
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Sung Call to Prayer
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer.
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. (Sing Twice)

J. Berthier

Prayers of the People
GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn No. 420

God of Grace and God of Glory

CWM Rhondda

Sinfonies de Fanfares: Rondeau

Jean Joseph Mouret

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
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