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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week at Covenant:
*Monday, 9/2, church office closed in
observance of Labor Day.
Next Week:
*Sunday, 9/8, Welcome Back Breakfast, 9:30
A.M. Sawtelle Auditorium. Bible presentation
during worship.
*Sunday, 9/8, meatball making after worship.
*Tuesday, 9/10, Session, 7:00 P.M.
*Sunday, 9/15, Sunday School & Adult Ed.
begin, 9:30 A.M.
Today’s Ushers: Team 3
Todd Sykes, Frank, Lisa, Frank & Leslie Major,
Bob Jones
Sept. 8—Team 4
Glenn Miller, Norma Gabriel, Ted Praschak,
Elaine Young, Gabriella Temperino
Summer Music at Covenant Church
Sept 8
Catherine Carter, soprano
Sept 15
Chancel Choir returns

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
12th Sunday after Pentecost
September 1, 2019
Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship.
However, nursery & childcare are available, please ask an usher.
As you arrive in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer
to center your thoughts and spirit. As the Prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.
With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to church’ to ‘being the church’
as we worship together.
Creating and loving God, gather us into this place. Not just physically, but spiritually. While
I may have stopped in this moment to be present, quiet the voices of my head to listen to Your
powerful voice. Grant in this time and place that I may find the strength in prayer and
community to grow in Your presence. I am your servant ready and willing. Amen.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Peace in Our Time
Prelude on Rest

M. Price, arr. Craig Phillips
arr. A.P. Van Iderstine

Call to Worship
Leader: We come to worship our God,
to listen to the One who calls us here.
People: We come trusting God to lead us in the coming days,
as surely as our grandparents followed in faith.
Leader: We come to worship our God,
to shout with joy to the God of all people.
People: We come to the Creator of all things,
to be bathed in the waters of life.
Leader: We come to the Feast of God’s faithful,
to be fed by the One who never forsakes us.
Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn No. 483

Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

Mit Freuden Zart

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
We are always uncomfortable, Watching God, when you notice how we
want to sit in the seats of honor. We can be so proper, so good, so well-off, that
it is easy to imagine we are superior to the poor. We are so busy completing our

Communications Committee News
Covenant announces a new service of GivePlus, a Vanco product, which provides
a complete range of payment solutions for religious organizations. Give+ offers the
services of text, mobile or online giving. In the coming weeks, information on
Give+ contributions will be provided in Covenant's weekly bulletins and future
Covenanters. Questions regarding online giving can be directed to any of
Covenant’s staff members.
You can visit Covenant’s “Give” webpage (on our website) and
view a short video of how GivePlus works.
https://covenantscranton.org/give/
You can also use the QR code to take you directly to the GivePlus page.
Text giving is also available at 570-363-4324
“Covenant Ladies for Zambian Ladies” Challenge
One of our Covenant Church ladies is challenging all of the ladies of Covenant
Church to support the women of the Zambian Synod. This challenge came after
Charles and Melissa Johnson, Missionaries to Zambia, met with our church
members in the Covenant Room following the church service on July 28th. Melissa
Johnson serves in the Health Department as Health Education Programs
Facilitator. Melissa and other health care workers have developed "Feminine Kits"
which are given to women in need. Each hygiene kit costs $12.00 and lasts for three
years.
Our “challenger” will match, up to $240.00, donations toward funding feminine
hygiene kits for the girls and women of the Synod of Zambia. So.... If 10 women
each make 1 donation of $12.00 each ($120.00 for 10 kits) our challenger will match
that $120.00 which would double the number of kits to 20. If there are 20 donations
of $12.00 each ($240.00 for 20 kits) we will match that $240.00, totaling $480.00
which would provide 40 kits. (Of course, what a wonderful blessing it would be if
the ladies of Covenant Church were to donate more than the $240.00 of this
challenge.)
Please forward checks to Covenant Presbyterian Church indicating that the
donation is for the “Ladies of Zambia.” The final date for the collection will be
Sunday, September 29.

You are challenged Covenant Presbyterian Ladies!!
Support the cause!

'To Do' list each day that we forget to do good when we have the chance.
Forgive us, Merciful God. Fill our emptiness with your grace and
humility that we would spend our lives alongside Jesus, our Lord and Savior,
throwing a party for the poor, the damaged, the prisoner, the lost, the oppressed.
Embolden us to live renewed and transformed lives as disciples of our risen
Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose name we silently pray.
Silent Confession . . . Amen
Response No. 572
“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

September 22, 2019
To Benefit The Infant Care Program At
Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave., Scranton, PA
Dine In or Take Out ~ 12:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Salad, Bread, Pasta, Meatballs, Drinks & Dessert

* BASKET RAFFLE *

Ticket Donation:
$12.00 Adults
$8.00 Children 10 & Under
(2 & under free)

Tickets can be purchased at the church office (570-346-6400)

The Infant Care Program at Covenant Church is a non-profit daycare
center (501(c)3 corporation) serving children & families in the
Scranton area for 18 years.

Kyrie

Assurance of Pardon and Grace
Leader: This is the good news: after what God has done for us,
what can anyone or anything do to us?
We are new people, graced by our loving God.
People: Forgiven, embraced, welcomed by our God,
we will offer open hearts and serving hands to everyone we meet.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
*Response of Praise
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.
Welcome, Joys & Concerns
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination
Gospel Lesson
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
NRSV
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.
“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the
place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by
your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give
this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when
your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be
2.

honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He
said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner,
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in
case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Trad., arr. Jack Schrader
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness to Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed Thy hand hath provided, great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Lorrie Loughney, soprano
Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 2: 4-13
NRSV
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of
Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they
went far from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless
themselves? They did not say, “Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land
of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of
drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one
lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But
when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The
priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know
me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went
after things that do not profit.
Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s
children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with
care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even
though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for something
that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate,
3.

GEARING UP FOR FALL!
September
2nd Church office closed in Observance of Labor Day.
8th
Welcome Back Breakfast, 9:30 A.M.
Bibles will be presented during worship.
11th Chancel Choir (7:30 P.M.) and Bell Choir (6:30 P.M.)
rehearsal begins.
15th Sunday School begins, 9:30 A.M.
Children’s Choir begins today, 12:00 P.M.
22nd Pasta Dinner for the Infant Care Program, 12:00—3:00 P.M.
October
6th
World Communion Sunday—Peacemaking Offering
Covenant Women Cookie Sale
Covenant Public Concert, Jennifer Hoult, harp, 3:00 P.M.
11 & 12 Covenant Women’s Junk & Jewels sale
27th Safety Net Chicken Dinner
Arcadia Chorale Concert, 3:00 P.M.
An Opportunity for Members & Friends
Money Makeover
Take control of your money with Financial Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson
course uses biblical wisdom and common sense to help you tackle budgeting, pay off
debt, and make your money work for you! FPU includes your member workbook
and a year of free online resources through Financial Peace Membership. Join an
FPU group today
Church member Robin Nash-Arneil will be hosting this event at Covenant Church
on Wednesday evenings beginning on September 25th from 6:30—8:30 P.M. The
course continues for 9 weeks through November 20th. The cost of the workbook and
materials is $109.00.
Contact Robin Nash-Arneil at (570) 498-4669 for more information. Go to
fpu.com/1092205 to sign up.
Disclaimer: Covenant Church is not affiliated with nor does it endorse FPU or Dave Ramsey.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

It’s time for our Welcome Back Breakfast!
Join us as we kick off a new church school year!
Catch up with friends who you haven’t seen in a while.
Sunday, September 8, 2019, 9:30 A.M.
Sawtelle Auditorium (RSVP please!)
Godly Play continues for children age 4 through 3rd grade. Children are excused to
Godly Play after the Children’s Sermon during worship.

says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the
fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that
can hold no water.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Children’s Sermon and The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Bible Sunday
On Sunday, September 8th, we will be presenting Bibles to
children in 2nd grade. Please contact Pastor Martha if you
have a young person who will be receiving a Bible.

*Hymn No. 345

Sunday School
Classes will begin on Sunday, September 15th, at 9:30 A.M. Children age 4 through
8th grade meet for class on the third floor. The high school class will meet in the
Chapel.

Sermon

Adult Education
Adult Education classes will begin on Sunday, September 15th, at 9:30 A.M. in
Room 8 (first floor).
American Sign Language
Are you interested in learning ASL? We are
beginning to gather a family friendly group on
Sunday after worship to learn some basic signs.
If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Martha.
Confirmation
In October we will begin a confirmation class for our young people. This is an
opportunity for our young people to explore their faith and make a life-long
commitment to Christ and the church. If you have a young person (8th grade or
older) who is interested in joining the church, please contact Pastor Martha.

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
(Prayer concern cards will be collected during the hymn.)

Rest

GOD’S WORD REVEALED
“The Cream of the Crop”

Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
Gather Us In
Marty Haugen
Here in this place new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; see in this space
our fears and our dreaming brought here to you in the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost
and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall awaken,
we shall arise at the sound of our name. We are the young, our lives are a mystery, we are the
old who yearn for your face; we have been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to
the whole human race. Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the
strong; give us a heart so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song.
Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, here you
shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. Give us to drink
the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; nourish us well, and teach us to
fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven light years away – here in this place the new light is shining now is the
kingdom, and now is the day. Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us
your own; gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.
Lorrie Loughney, soprano
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GOOD MORNING!

Words of Invitation and Institution
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
(All baptized Christians are invited to celebrate Communion. All who have
examined their heart and come in faith including children, when under the
supervision of a parent or other teacher of the faith, are invited to participate in this
holy sacrament.)
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We’re glad you have joined us for worship this Sunday! If you are
a visitor or guest, let us know of your presence by filling out one of
the Welcome envelopes located in each pew to receive The
Covenanter, (newsletter) filled with the church’s activities. Large
print bulletins and hymnals are available—please ask an usher.
Childcare is available during worship. Godly Play meets on the
3rd floor after the Children’s Sermon (during worship) for children
age 4 through 3rd grade.
Children’s Worship Bags are located in the basket in front of the sanctuary.
Please return bags to the basket after worship.
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God.

Bread Broken
(Please receive as served, remembering that we come to Christ individually)
Cup Shared
(Please hold and receive together when directed by the pastor, remembering we are
also a part of the united community of faith)

Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan, Associate Pastor
Dr. Tim Smith, Organist/Director of Music
Mrs. Michele Westbrook, Liturgist
Lorrie Loughney, soloist

Prayers of the People
GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn No. 421

The Church of Christ in Every Age

Wareham

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude

Jubilate

Gordon Young

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible

Pictorial Directory
Please be a part of our new family directory!
We need YOU to make our new family album
complete!
We have chosen to partner with Lifetouch for
professional photography that will connect our
members! Our last Photo Directory was produced
in 2014.

Photography Dates: October 23, 24 & 25
(Think Christmas cards!) Sign-up will begin on September 8th, however you can also
access the website now and pick your own appointment.
Go to: https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b1dg81dk/
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