Worship Attendance
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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week at Covenant:
*Thursday, 8/22, Communications Committee,
1:00 P.M.
Next Week:
No meetings this week.
*Monday, 9/2, church office closed in
observance of Labor Day.
Today’s Ushers: Team 1
Alice Goodall, Rich & Kate Hollenberg, Bob &
Kathy Kintzer, Siemong Wang, Cody Brooks,
Gregg Sandercock, Karen Fogley, Carol Winn,
Pam Huddy, Robin Nash-Arneil
August 25th—Team 2
Sara & Matt Scott, Emily Maher, Rick & Chris
Wagner, Marilyn Griffiths, Rufus Holmes,
JoAnn Cortazar
Summer Music at Covenant Church
Aug 25
Evelyn Munley, alto
Sept 1
Lorrie Loughney, soprano
Sept 8
Catherine Carter, soprano
Sept 15
Chancel Choir returns

SUMMER OFFICE
HOURS
JULY & AUGUST
9:00 A.M.—4:00 P.M.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

COVENANT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
10th Sunday after Pentecost

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
August 18, 2019

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship.
However, nursery & childcare are available, please ask an usher.
As you arrive in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer
to center your thoughts and spirit. As the Prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.
With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to church’ to ‘being the church’
as we worship together.
Spirit of holiness and life, be within our community as we worship this morning. Search
within each of us for the sighs too deep for words and make them articulate so that we may
share our hopes and fears and bring out of our silence life-changing prayers for ourselves and,
in intercession, for all precious, groaning creation. Amen.
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Organ Concerto No. 4 in F: Andante

Prayer of Invocation
When Morning Gilds the Skies

Sunday School, Adult Education and Monday School classes are on break until
September.
Presentation of Bibles
Bibles will be presented in worship on Sunday, September 9th,
to second grade students and any older students who have not
yet received a Bible. Please contact Pastor Martha with your
child's name as soon as possible.

G. F. Handel

Call to Worship
Leader: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Leader: As disciples of Christ, we are called to greatness.
People: But the greatness to which we are called is not one of prestige
or power, riches or respectability.
Leader: The greatness to which Christ calls us is a strange one indeed!
People: It is greatness in humility and self-giving;
it is the greatness of childlike faith and faithful service.
Leader: As humble servants, let us worship God this day.

*Hymn No. 487

Godly Play
Children age 4 through 3rd grade are excused to Godly Play after the Children’s
Sermon during worship. (children in 4th—12th grade shall remain in worship.)
Godly Play will meet each week during the summer.

Laudes Domini

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Silent Confession
Mighty and Merciful God, help us to remember how precious we are in
your sight and to refrain from undermining our worth or the worth of others by
comparing ourselves to one another. It is because we are different that each of us
is special. Make us a people who are grateful for the mercy we have received and

Although we are all still enjoying our vacation time, we hope you’ll take note of
the many activities we are gearing up for at Covenant Church this fall!
September
2nd Church office closed in Observance of Labor Day.
8th
Welcome Back Breakfast, 9:30 A.M.
Bibles will be presented during worship.
11th Chancel Choir and Bell Choir rehearsal begins.
15th Sunday School begins, 9:30 A.M.
Children’s Choir begins today, 12:00 P.M.
22nd Pasta Dinner for the Infant Care Program, 12:00—3:00 P.M.
October
6th
World Communion Sunday—Peacemaking Offering
Covenant Women Cookie Sale
Covenant Public Concert, Jennifer Hoult, harp, 3:00 P.M.
11 & 12 Covenant Women’s Junk & Jewels sale
27th Safety Net Chicken Dinner
Arcadia Chorale Concert, 3:00 P.M.

Communications Committee News
Covenant announces a new service of GivePlus, a Vanco product, which provides
a complete range of payment solutions for religious organizations. Give+ offers the
services of text, mobile or online giving. In the coming weeks, information on
Give+ contributions will be provided in Covenant's weekly bulletins and future
Covenanters. Questions regarding online giving can be directed to any of
Covenant’s staff members.
You can visit Covenant’s “Give” webpage (on our website)
and view a short video of how GivePlus works.
https://covenantscranton.org/give/
You can also use the QR code to take you directly to the
GivePlus page.
Text giving is also available at 570-363-4324

who in thanksgiving pour out the abundance of love that you shower upon us.
Make us people who are open at both ends of the channel so that your life might
flow through us. Strengthen and renew us in the faith of Christ. Amen.
Response No. 572
“Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us”
Kyrie
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Assurance of Pardon and Grace
*Response of Praise
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen, Amen.
Welcome, Joys & Concerns
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination

New Emails
In another effort by the Communications Committee, all church staff members
have been given new email addresses that will coincide with our website address.
Scott Loomer - pastorscott@covenantscranton.org
Martha Jordan - pastormartha@covenantscranton.org
Lee Carr - leecarr@covenantscranton.org
Tim Smith - music@covenantscranton.org
Patti Ollendyke - secretary@covenantscranton.org
Summer Adventures with Flat Paul
Last summer, many people took Flat Jesus with them on their summer adventure.
We have photos of him having fun in Mexico and Moscow. We have photos of
him relaxing with family and friends and touring the sites. This summer is moving
right along so don’t forget to take Flat Paul with you! We don’t want you to
miss your relationship with the church and with scripture.
Flat Paul helps all of us stay plugged into our faith throughout the summer
months—giving families a unique opportunity to continually engage in their faith
development all summer long! Take a picture and tag on social media #FlatPaul.
It will be fun to see his adventures this summer.

Old Testament Lesson
Isaiah 43: 16-21
NRSV
Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, who
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise,
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: Do not remember the former things, or
consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The
wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the
wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom
I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

Jesus, Gentle Lamb
Buryl Red
Jesus, Blessed Lord Jesus, precious name, sweetest song, Gentle Lamb.
Jesus, Jesus, Ruler eternal, King of kings, Lord of lords, perfect Prince of Peace.
Jesus, Jesus, friend and Redeemer, Lord most high.
Jesus, Jesus, Merciful Savior, Holy One, dearest Son, Jesus, Gentle Lamb. Jesus, gentle Jesus.
Rebecca, Kathy, Patrick & Bryan Fisk

Gospel Lesson
John 3: 4b-14
NRSV
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
2.

“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him,
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Blessing of the Book Bags
Leader: It is the beginning of a new school year,
and God is a God of new beginnings.
People: We thank you for our young people who see the wonder of your
world unfold before them. We thank you for this new beginning,
for new books and new ideas. We thank you for sharpened
pencils, pointy crayons, and crisp blank pages waiting to be
filled. We thank you for the gift of making mistakes and trying
again. Help us to remember that asking the right questions is
often as important as giving the right answers.
Leader: During this year, our young people may get overwhelmed by tests,
homework, and activities, and wonder how they will make it
through.
People: Grant our children and youth quiet confidence and calm,
bear their stress with them, help them to ask for help when it gets
to be too much.
Leader: Over the year they will be measured, tested, and judged.
During the school year, they will be asked to measure their own
worth, explore relationships and accept the grades they receive.
People: Comfort them in the knowledge that you have already judged
them and found them to be good, made them worthy,
and called them by name.
3.

GOOD MORNING!
We’re glad you have joined us for worship this Sunday! If you are
a visitor or guest, let us know of your presence by filling out one of
the Welcome envelopes located in each pew to receive The
Covenanter, (newsletter) filled with the church’s activities. Large
print bulletins and hymnals are available—please ask an usher.
Childcare is available during worship. Godly Play meets on the
3rd floor after the Children’s Sermon (during worship) for children
age 4 through 3rd grade. Godly Play will continue to meet over the summer.
Children’s Worship Bags are located in the basket in front of the sanctuary.
Please return bags to the basket after worship.
The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Bruce & Margaret Heisel
By Jane & John Foy
Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Scott G. Loomer, Pastor
Rev. Dr. Martha Jordan, Associate Pastor
Dr. Tim Smith, Organist/Director of Music
Kathy, Bryan, Rebecca & Patrick Fisk, quartet
Pictorial Directory
Please be a part of our new family directory!
We need YOU to make our new family album complete!
We have chosen to partner with Lifetouch for professional photography
that will connect our members!
Our last Photo Directory was produced in 2014.
Photography Dates: October 23, 24 & 25
(Think Christmas cards!) Sign-up will begin in September!
Construction Alert
Work is scheduled to begin in the Madison Ave. entranceway on August 26th.
Painting of the walls will be done and the entryway will be closed. There will be
access through the handicap entryway during the construction.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn No. 467

How Great Thou Art

O Store Gud

*Charge & Benediction
*Postlude

Trumpet Tune
Homage to the 18th Century

David Johnson

Children’s Sermon and The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors)
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 364

I Sing a Song of the Saints of God
(Prayer concern cards will be collected during the hymn.)

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible

Grand Isle

GOD’S WORD REVEALED
Sermon

“What Time Zone Do You Live In?”

Rev. Scott G. Loomer

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory

His Eye is on the Sparrow

Traditional
arr. Timothy C. Evans
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, why should my heart be lonely
and long for heaven and home, when Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He.
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. “Let not your heart be troubled;”
His tender word I hear, and resting on His goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;
tho’ by the path He leadeth but one step I may see; His eye is on the sparrow and I know He
watches me. Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise, when songs give peace to sighing,
when hope within me dies, I draw me closer to Jesus from care He sets me free;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me. I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free, for His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
Rebecca, Kathy, Patrick & Bryan Fisk
*Doxology
Old Hundredth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication
Sung Call to Prayer
“O Lord, Hear My Prayer”
O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer.
O Lord, hear my prayer. Come and listen to me. (Sing Twice)

J. Berthier

Prayers of the People
5.
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