Covenant Presbyterian Church
March 7, 2021
Third Sunday in Lent

Prelude

Adagio from Concerto in A major

W. A. Mozart

Call to Worship
Prayer of Invocation

Welcome
Musical Selection

On Wings of Song

Felix Mendelssohn

Invitation to Confession and Prayer
Assurance of Pardon and Grace
First Scripture Reading
Isaiah 5: 1-7
NRSV
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very
fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild
grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard. What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to
yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will
remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I
will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the
house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw
bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!
Children’s Sermon
Musical Selection

Einsum Blumen (Lonely Flowers)

Robert Schumann

Second Scripture Reading
John 15: 1-11
NRSV
”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

Sermon

“Staying Connected”

Rev. Dr. Carol Ann Fleming

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Prayers of the People
Benediction and Blessing
Postlude

Cantabile

Many thanks to our musical guests today:
Nina Kouznetsov, piano
Tom Heinze, oboe

Pietro Locatelli

