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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

*Today, Sept. 25th - Mat Makers after worship.
*Monday, Sept. 26th - Communications, 2:00 P.M.
*Tuesday, Sept. 27th - Trustees, 6:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Sept. 27th - The Covenanter, October issue.
*Thursday, Sept. 29th - Handbell rehearsal, 6:30 P.M.
Chancel choir rehearsal, 7:30 P.M.
*Sunday, October 2nd - World Communion Sunday.
Sunday School, 9:30 A.M. Worship with Holy
Communion, 10:30 A.M. Extended Communion
offered (call the church office to schedule). Christian
Ed meeting after worship. Takeout chicken dinner,
11:30 A.M. to 1 P.M. Purchase your tickets now!
Next Week:
*Mon-Thu, October 3rd-6th - Set up for Junk & Jewels,
Come any time between 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M.
Hours extended into Thursday evening. Thank you!
*Tuesday, October 4th - Breaking Bread Bible Study,
11:30 A.M. in the Covenant Room.
*Thursday, October 6th - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Friday, October 7th - Junk & Jewels, 1-7:00 P.M.
*Saturday, October 8th - Junk & Jewels, 9A.M.- 2P.M.
Today’s Ushers: Team 3
Todd Sykes – Captain. Michael Carr, Marilyn
Griffiths, Rufus Holmes, Frank Major III, Leslie
Major, and Lisa Major
October 2, 2022 Ushers: Team 4
Glenn Miller – Captain. John Duffy, Norma Gabriel,
Ted Praschak, Dan Richards, Sue Shontz, Julia
Temperino, and Delilah Zvirblis.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

confession of faith. When we have lost our way and can no longer endure the
emptiness of our lives, you satisfy us from the abundance of God’s grace and joy.
Sheltering Spirit, we seek your peace.
God in community, Holy in One, our Refuge, our Trust, our Hope, we lift our
prayer to you, in Jesus’s name. Amen.

Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 25, 2022
Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship;
however, both nursery care and childcare are available. Please ask an usher.
As you prepare to worship,
you are invited to use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.
God of love and healing, you freed us from our chains by revealing the way of faith in Jesus
Christ. Through our baptism, you accepted us as your sons and daughters, and clothed us in the
love of Christ. We welcome your presence as we lift our lives to you, and open our souls to your
renewing Spirit, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Amen.
WE GATHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Welcome and Announcements
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

Cantabile Symphonique from “Organ Symphony” Camille Saint-Saëns
arr. Virgil Fox
Call to Worship
One: The word has come for us from God:
All: who promises to shelter us under the wings of hope and grace.
One: The word has come to us from Jesus:
All: who encourages us to remember the good news we have received.
One: The word flows to us from the Spirit:
All: who reminds us to place our hope and trust in God.
Prelude

Prayer of Praise
When we fall into the traps of groundless fears, you deliver us. When an
epidemic of worry threatens to overcome us, you protect us. When harmful words
are flung at us, you answer our cries for help. Gracious God, we worship you.
When our lives crumble, you urge us to buy hope’s fields. When we are
tempted by wealth, you point us to those who have nothing but share everything.
When we are eager to grasp senseless lies, you wrap our hands around God’s
promises. Servant of the poor, we follow you.
When the world silences our hope, you give us the words to make the good
1.

*Hymn No. 443

Aurelia

O Christ, the Great Foundation

Call to Reconciliation
Prayer for Forgiveness
We need to confess, God of Abraham and Lazarus, how often we are not
content with the simple gifts and lives you offer. Tempted by everything, we can
become insensitive to those who have nothing. Encouraged by the world to
accumulate more, we may miss the chance to gather your goodness and godliness.
Chasing after all which has no value, we may not have the energy to pursue the
faith, the love, the gentleness you have for us.
Forgive us, God of Reversals. You have sent the One who speaks the words
we need to listen to in order to have life. Help us to remember how you have
redeemed us, and in remembering, may we make that good confession that Jesus
Christ is our Lord and Savior, now and forever.

Words of Assurance
One: This is the good news that comes from God: I will hear your prayers, I
will answer with hope and peace, I will deliver you from your sins.
All: God has covered us with grace; under God’s hope we will find
shelter. Thanks be to God! Amen!
Response

You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!
You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!
You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!
You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy!

Wayfaring Stranger

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Understanding
The Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
NRSV
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of King
Zedekiah of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time
the army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah
was confined in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of
Judah, where King Zedekiah of Judah had confined him.
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Jeremiah said, The word of the Lord came to me: Hanamel son of your uncle
Shallum is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my field that is at Anathoth, for the
right of redemption by purchase is yours.’ Then my cousin Hanamel came to me in
the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the Lord, and said to me, ‘Buy
my field that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of possession and
redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.’ Then I knew that this was the word of
the Lord.
And I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel, and weighed out
the money to him, seventeen shekels of silver. I signed the deed, sealed it, got
witnesses, and weighed the money on scales. Then I took the sealed deed of
purchase, containing the terms and conditions, and the open copy; and I gave the
deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of my
cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of purchase,
and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court of the guard. In
their presence I charged Baruch, saying, Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and this open deed, and
put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for a long time. For thus
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vineyards shall again
be bought in this land.
One: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
All: Thanks be to God.
*Hymn No. 405
What Does the Lord Require
Sharpthorne
The ushers will collect your prayer request cards during the singing of this hymn.
Moment with Children and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Anthem
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah Trad. Appalachian Chant
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; I am weak, but Thou art
mighty; hold me with Thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, feed me ‘til I want no more.
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloudy
pillar lead me all my journey through. Strong Deliverer, be Thou still my strength and shield.
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside. Death of death, and hell's
destruction, land me safe on Canaan's side. Songs of praises, I will ever give to Thee.
Chancel Choir
3.

The Gospel Lesson
Luke 16:19-31
NRSV
‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in
these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is
comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great
chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot
do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” He said, “Then, father, I beg you to
send him to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so
that they will not also come into this place of torment.” Abraham replied, “They
have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” He said, “No, father
Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He said to
him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.” ’
One: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ
DO YOU SEE IT?

Sermon

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory
Anthem

And This is Love
Ken Medema
And this is love ...that a man lay down his life for his friends.
You have heard it said love you friends and hate your enemies,
yet I say to you, love your enemies, too.
If you love me, do the things I command you. Love one another as I have loved you.
Chancel Choir
Prayers of the People
*Hymn No. 408

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life

Germany

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Benediction
4.

God Be in My Head
Rita E. Landrum
God be in my head and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and in my speaking;
God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen.
Chancel Choir
*Postlude
Fanfare
Jacques Lemmens
*Choral Response

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible

Participating in Worship Today
Rev. Dr. Ronald Wood, Transitional Pastor
Christopher Johnson, Music Director/Organist
Karen Fogley, Liturgist
The Chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Ruth & Russell Partridge
by Ann, Jane & Ruth

Please join us for a fellowship hour hosted by Norma Ciero and the Pembridge family.
___________________________
Permission to print music for use in worship from ONE LICENSE, license number M-400535

Volunteers are needed
for Covenant Women’s
biggest fundraiser! You
can help by making
items for our bake sale,
organizing tables and
categories all week
prior to the event,
assisting at the 2-day
sale, or cleaning up at
the close of the sale.
Any help is greatly
appreciated, thank you!
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GOOD MORNING!
We’re happy you have joined us for worship
today! If you are a guest or visitor, please let us
know of your presence by filling out one of the
welcome envelopes located in each pew. We
invite you to sign up to receive Covenant’s
monthly newsletter and/or weekly email filled
with church news, activities, and updates on the
many events at Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available
from an usher. Nursery and child care is offered during worship, and Godly Play
follows the Children’s message. Welcome to Covenant Church!
The Worship & Music committee is researching if any Covenant member is
currently certified in administering CPR/AED. If so, and if you’d be willing to
share that information, please call the church office at 570-346-6400. Thanks!
Please help us!
The Communications Committee of Covenant Church is in need of new
members. Won’t you join us? We are looking for someone to lead our meetings,
take and prepare minutes from those meetings, and manage deadlines for the
responsibilities of all committee members.
Call the church office at 570-346-6400 and volunteer to be a part of the
Covenant Communications committee. Help spread the word!
The live stream of Covenant Presbyterian Church’s Sunday worship service is
available to watch at 10:30 A.M. on Sundays through Covenant’s YouTube
channel, Facebook page, or website at covenantscranton.org. You can also view
the recorded service later on any of the above listed internet services.
The Covenanter newsletter will be published only once a month, early in the last
week of the previous month. Sign up for weekly email updates sent each
Thursday, by visiting www.covenantscranton.org, or call 570-346-6400.
The Liturgist Team always welcomes new members! Please contact the church office if you
would be willing to lend your voice to our worship services. All materials are emailed in
advance of the Sunday service, and liturgists typically serve 4-6 times a year. Thank you!

Takeout
Stuffed Chicken Dinner!
Sunday, October 2, 2022
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Avenue in Scranton

Godly Play - The students will make
meaning of the Old and New Testament
stories through wonder, crafts, and play
that will nurture their spiritual lives.

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study Reverend Adam Hamilton will take us
on the journeys of Paul as he spread the
Gospel through modern-day Greece and
Turkey. Travel to the early church sites
Early Christian Education - The
and explore Paul’s conversations with
younger children will utilize a new
curriculum for preschool through second the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
grade using Old and New Testament
Thessalonians. This six-week study
stories, hand-outs, arts and crafts
invites you to experience faith through
templates, puzzles, songs, and games.
Christ's greatest teacher and missionary
Older Christian Education - Students
begins on Sunday, September 18 .
will use a Revised Common Lectionary
curriculum to explore the Bible passage Breaking Bread Bible Study - Have you
wondered who wrote the books in the
each week that mirrors the Pastor’s
Bible and how they ended up
sermon. A lectionary-based curriculum
together? Starting Tuesday, October 4th,
invites learners into the rhythm of the
church year, as well as makes it easy for the Breaking Bread group will dive into
the fascinating account of the most
families to live out their faith together.
amazing and best-preserved book the
Contact Lee Carr, Director of
world has ever seen. break bread with
Christian Education, at 570-241-3366
friends. Join us on Tuesdays, starting on
to register for the Bible Studies.
October 4.
Covenant’s Labyrinth returns on a bimonthly schedule, and will be available in the
Sawtelle Auditorium on Thursdays, both in the afternoon from 1:00-4:00 PM
and again in the evening from 6:30-8:00 PM:
October 13th and 27th (All Saints Remembrance), and November 17th
Come walk the Labyrinth and see how it may be a welcome tool for emotional healing.

Tickets in advance only:

$13 adults, $5 children under 10
Purchase your tickets from any Circle
member, or call 570-346-6400 to order by
Wednesday, September 28th.
Sponsored by the Circle of Covenant Women

Covenant is planning a trip to
Roba Family Farms
on Sunday, October 16th.
Come to enjoy the corn maze,
pumpkin patch, hayrides, and a
hotdog at our fire pit.
Please contact Lee Carr at
570-241-3366 if you have a season
pass or need a ticket to enter the
Farm. Covenant Church will
provide hot dogs and buns. Please
bring drinks, chips, or dessert to
share. Make this a great day with
your church family!

The Circle of Covenant Women is hosting its first Arts & Crafts
Fair on Saturday, November 5th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Public admission is $2. Vendor applications are available in the
back of the sanctuary and will be accepted until space is full,
preferably no later than Sept. 30th. Contact Carolyn Pembridge
at 570-499-3317 for more vendor information. Spread the word!
Women’s Circle is also looking for donations to help defray the
cost of the Fair: homemade items for the bake sale; gift baskets for
the Basket Raffle; for the snack shop - paper plates, bowls, napkins, hot beverage cups;
assorted individual bags of chips, dill pickle spears, ketchup/mustard/relish; and any
volunteers to work at the Fair. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
Thank you from Carolyn, Delilah, and Lisa!
Covenant Women’s Circle is excited to announce approval from Horizons to
field-test the 2023-2024 Presbyterian Women Bible study. We will begin a deep
dive into the yet unnamed study as soon as materials are received, and
participants are tasked with providing feedback to the authors prior to the
study’s release for 2023-2024. Covenant Women’s Circle Bible Study meets on
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM via Zoom. The participation of field-testing this new
material is open to anyone in the Presbytery of Lackawanna. Please contact
Lee Carr at 570-241-3366 to join us and register for this exciting endeavor!

