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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

*Monday, Oct. 10th - Columbus Day observed, church
office is closed. No Monday School.
*Tuesday, Oct. 11th - Breaking Bread Bible Study,
11:30 A.M. in the Covenant Room.
*Tuesday, Oct. 11th - Trustees, 6:30 P.M. *NOTE:
Session will now meet the 4th Tuesday of the month.
*Thursday, Oct. 13th - Worship & Music, 12:00 Noon.
*Thursday, Oct. 13th - Labyrinth, 1:00-4:00 P.M. and
6:30 -8:00 P.M. in the Sawtelle Auditorium.
*Thursday, Oct. 13th - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Sunday, October 16th - Sunday school, 9:30 A.M.
Worship 10:30 A.M. Stewardship Campaign Kickoff.
Fellowship following worship. Family Fun day at
Roba’s! Contact Mrs. Carr for information and tickets.
Next Week:
*Monday, Oct. 17th - Monday School, 5:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Oct. 18th - NO Breaking Bread Bible Study.
*Tuesday, Oct. 18th - Deacons, hybrid, 7:00 P.M.
*Wednesday, Oct. 19th - CWC via Zoom, 7:00 P.M.
*Thursday, Oct. 20th - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Sunday, Oct. 23rd - Sunday school, 9:30 A.M.
Worship, 10:30 A.M. Fellowship after worship.
Today’s Ushers: Team 1
Gregg Sandercock – Captain. Karen Fogley, Richard
Hollenberg, Pamela Huddy, Robert Kintzer, Kathleen
Kintzer, and Siemong Wang.
October 16, 2022 Ushers: Team 2
Ken Pembridge – Captain. Jason Alexander, David
Arniel, JoAnn Cortazar, Emily Maher, Carolyn
Pembridge, Every Prostka, Matthew & Sara Scott.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

Prayer of Invocation
Jesus Christ, teach us to pray, and to trust the hospitality of God for our daily
bread. Let us likewise by hospitable, and as God gives the gift of the Holy Spirit to
us, let us give good gifts to those who are in need. Amen.

Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 9, 2022

*Hymn No. 380

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship;
however, both nursery care and childcare are available. Please ask an usher.
As you prepare to worship,
you are invited to use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.
O Lord God of freedom, we gather for worship and direction. Chains and walls and locks and
burdens hinder our knowing freedom in your Spirit. Come to us now, as we come to you. Help
us to know how to find release from those physical and mental prisons we have established in
the midst of our fear and doubt. Open the gates of our minds and hears, and invite us into a
discipleship that is both delightful and demanding. Give us your word of enlightenment and
promise. Send us out encouraged, enthused, and empowered, with the energy and Spirit of
Pentecost, when tongues of fire descended upon your people. Amen.
Announcements

WE GATHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Prelude

It Is Well with My Soul

arr. Craig Phillips

Welcome
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

O Christ, the Healer

Erhalt uns, Herr

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
We keep our distance from you, for we are broken and sick with sin. Yet, you
see us, and cleanse us, and make us whole. Forgive us when we forget to return to
you—have mercy when we fail to praise you name, and help us to exude the faith
that makes us well.
(a time for silent reflection...)
Declaration of Forgiveness
Leader: Hear the Good News:
Your cry has been answered.
Christ has healed you and forgives your sin.
With glad hearts, return to praise God!
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination

Call to Worship
from Psalm 66
Leader: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
sing to the glory of God’s name.
People: How awesome are your deeds, O God!
We sing praises to your name.
Leader: Come and see what God has done:
turning the sea into dry land; bringing us across the river Jordan.
People: How awesome are your deeds, O God!
Leader: Even when God has tested us;
even when we have gone through fire and water:
All:
God has brought us out to a spacious place.
Our God is an awesome God!
1.

The Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
NRSV
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to
the remaining elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets, and all the
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens
and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for
your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where
I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you
will find your welfare,
Leader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
2.

Take Up Your Cross
Anthony Giamanco
Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you would my disciple be;
Forsake the past, and come this day, and humbly follow after me.
Take up your cross, let not its weight pervade the soul with vain alarm;
His strength shall bear your spirit up, sustain your heart, and nerve your arm.
Take up your cross, heed not the shame, and let your foolish heart be still;
For you the Lord endured the cross to save your soul on Calvary's hill.
Take up your cross, and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down;
For only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown.
Chancel Choir
Children’s Sermon
Mrs. Lee Carr
Anthem

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 276

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Faithfulness

The Gospel Lesson
Luke 17:11-19
NRSV
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria
and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their
distance, they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” When he saw
them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went,
they were made clean. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, praising God with a loud voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean?
But the other nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise
to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way;
your faith has made you well.”
One: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

“And Then There Was One”

Rev. James Thyren

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Invitation to the Offertory

Come Down, O Love Divine Ralph Vaughan Williams
Come down, O Love divine, seek thou this soul of mine, and visit it with
thine own ardor glowing; O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, and kindle it,
thy holy flame bestowing. O let it freely burn, ‘till earthly passions turn to dust and ashes
in its heat consuming; And let thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, and clothe me round,
the while my path illuming. And so the yearning strong with which the soul will long,
shall far out pass the power of human telling; for none can guess its grace,
‘till he become the place wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. Amen.
Chancel Choir
Prayers of the People
Anthem

*Hymn No. 341

Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!

Assurance

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Benediction
God Be in My Head
Rita E. Landrum
God be in my head and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and in my speaking;
God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen.
Chancel Choir

*Choral Response

*Postlude

Praise the Lord with Drums and Cymbals

Sigfrid Karg-Elert

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
Participating in Worship Today
Rev. James Thyren, Guest Preacher
Christopher Johnson, Music Director/Organist
Linda Keene, Liturgist
The Reverend James Thyren is an Honorably Retired Presbyterian Minister who now resides
in the Endless Mountains, having served congregations in Unadilla and East Guilford, New
York, and in West Pittston, Pennsylvania. He is the author of a collection of Christmas
poems, song lyrics, and stories entitled We Need You More Than Ever, which is available in
Kindle and paperback from Amazon. Portions of today’s liturgy are used with permission
of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C,
Volume 2, Kimberly Bracken Long, editor.

Please join us in the Sawtelle Auditorium for a fellowship hour hosted by Jane Foy.
___________________________

Offertory
3.

Permission to print music for use in worship from ONE LICENSE, license number M-400535

4.

The Chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Matthews, Mr. Arthur P. Matthews II, Mrs. A. Clayton Clark,
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph K. Lynn, Miss Diane Lynn, Mr. Todd Winton Matthews,
Dr. & Mrs. Richard J. Matthews II, Mr. Richard J. Matthews III, and Clinton B. Matthews
by The Matthews and Lynn Families
Please be sure to volunteer to host one of our fellowship hours! A poster is in the
auditorium for you to sign, with available dates. Hosts are needed for set up prior
to worship, and cleanup following fellowship. A stipend is offered for those who
provide their own items, or you can always use the church’s supply of snacks.

THANK YOU
from the bottom of our
grateful hearts!
Many, many thanks for all the
countless hours our volunteers
spent in helping to organize this
year’s Junk & Jewels. We are
grateful for the yummy baked
goods donated for our bake
sale, for all of your “junk” that
was brought in to become
someone else’s “jewels,” but
especially for the dedicated
support to this special
fundraiser for Covenant
Women and its missions.

SHIFT HAPPENS
NOVEMBER 12
Hosted by:

Lackawanna Presbytery
Lehigh Presbytery

Location:

Johnsonburg Camp
and Retreat Center

Schedule:

10:00 am - 12:30 pm
Worship, keynote, and conversation
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Lunch ($15)
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Stated Presbytery Business
Rev. Dr. Jan Edminston will talk
about “what comes next” and how
to be a faithful and vital community
in an ever-changing world.
All are welcome!

GOOD MORNING!
We’re happy you have joined us for worship
today! If you are a guest or visitor, please let us
know of your presence by filling out one of the
welcome envelopes located in each pew. We
invite you to sign up to receive Covenant’s
monthly newsletter and/or weekly email filled
with church news, activities, and updates on
the many events at Covenant Presbyterian
Church. Large print bulletins and hymnals are available from an usher. Nursery
and child care is offered during worship, and Godly Play follows the Children’s
message. Welcome to Covenant Church!
The Worship & Music committee is researching if any Covenant member is
currently certified in administering CPR/AED. If so, and if you’d be willing to
share that information, please call the church office at 570-346-6400. Thanks!
Please help us!
The Communications Committee of Covenant Church is in need of new
members. Won’t you join us? We are looking for someone to lead our meetings,
take and prepare minutes from those meetings, and manage deadlines for the
responsibilities of all committee members.
Call the church office at 570-346-6400 and volunteer to be a part of the
Covenant Communications committee. Help spread the word!
The live stream of Covenant Presbyterian Church’s Sunday worship service is
available to watch at 10:30 A.M. on Sundays through Covenant’s YouTube
channel or Facebook page. You can also view the recorded service later on or
website at covenantscranton.org or on any of the above listed internet platforms.
Covenant’s Labyrinth returns on a bimonthly schedule, and will be available in the
Sawtelle Auditorium on Thursdays, both in the afternoon from 1:00-4:00 PM
and again in the evening from 6:30-8:00 PM:
October 13th and 27th (All Saints Remembrance evening), and November 17th
Come walk the Labyrinth and see how it may be a welcome tool for healing.

Covenant Women’s Circle is excited to announce approval from Horizons to
field-test the 2023-24 Presbyterian Women Bible study. There has been a delay in
the compilation of lessons; however, we will begin a deep dive into the yet
unnamed study as soon as materials are received. Participants are tasked with
providing feedback to the author prior to the study’s release next year, and the
field-testing is open to anyone in the Lackawanna Presbytery. CWC Bible Study
meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 PM via Zoom. Call Lee Carr at 570-241-3366 to join!

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study Reverend Adam Hamilton takes us on
the journeys of Paul as he spread the
Gospel through modern-day Greece and
Turkey. Travel to the early church sites
and explore Paul’s conversations with the
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
Older Christian Education - Students Thessalonians. This six-week study
are using a Revised Common Lectionary invites you to experience faith through
curriculum to explore the Bible passage
Christ's greatest teacher and missionary.
each week that mirrors the Pastor’s
Breaking Bread Bible Study - Have you
sermon. A lectionary-based curriculum
wondered who wrote the books in the
invites learners into the rhythm of the
church year, as well as makes it easy for Bible and how they ended up
together? On Tuesdays at 11:30 A.M., the
families to live out their faith together.
Breaking Bread Bible Study group will
Godly Play - The students make
dive into the fascinating account of the
meaning of the Old and New Testament most amazing and best-preserved book
stories through wonder, crafts, and play
the world has ever seen. Join us for the
that will nurture their spiritual lives.
lessons, and break bread with friends.
Children’s Sunday School
Early Christian Education - The
younger children are utilizing a new
curriculum for preschool through second
grade using Old and New Testament
stories, arts and crafts templates, handouts, puzzles, songs, and games.

Covenant’s Nursery is in need of compassionate childcare workers during Sunday
worship services. If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Lee Carr at the church
office or 570-241-3366. Thank you!
The Covenanter newsletter will be published only once a month, early in the last
week of the previous month. Sign up for weekly email updates sent each Thursday,
by visiting www.covenantscranton.org, or call 570-346-6400.

The Liturgist Team always welcomes new members! Please contact the church office if you
would be willing to lend your voice to our worship services. All materials are emailed in
advance of the Sunday service, and liturgists typically serve 4-6 times a year. Join us!

Takeout Pasta Dinner
benefitting Arcadia Chorale

Sunday, October 23, 2022
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Tickets: Adults - $12
Children under 10 - $5

Order your tickets in advance only at
arcadiachorale.org, by calling 570-871-0350,
or purchase from any Arcadia Chorale singer
or board member.

The Circle of Covenant Women is hosting its first Arts & Crafts
Fair on Saturday, November 5th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Public admission is $2. Vendor applications are available in the
back of the sanctuary and will be accepted until space is full,
preferably no later than Sept. 30th. Contact Carolyn Pembridge
at 570-499-3317 for more vendor information. Spread the word!
Women’s Circle is also looking for donations to help
defray the cost of the Fair: homemade items for the bake sale; gift baskets for
the Basket Raffle; for the snack shop - paper plates, bowls, napkins, hot beverage cups;
assorted individual bags of chips, dill pickle spears, ketchup/mustard/relish; and any
volunteers to work at the Fair. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
Thank you from Carolyn, Delilah, and Lisa!

