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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week’s Meetings and Events:
*Today, October 23rd - Fellowship following worship.
Covenant Women’s meeting in Room 8. Takeout
Pasta Dinner for Arcadia Chorale, till 1:00 P.M.
*Monday, Oct. 24th - Monday School, 5:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Oct. 25th - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M.
*Tuesday, Oct. 25th - Session, hybrid, 7:00 P.M.
*Wednesday, Oct. 26th - Cookie baking, 9:00 A.M.
*Thursday, Oct. 27th - Labyrinth, 1:00-4:00 P.M. and
All Saint’s Commemoration Labyrinth with music
from classical guitarist Jay Stevesky, 6:30-8:00 P.M.
*Thursday, Oct. 27th - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Sunday, Oct. 30th - Sunday school and Adult Ed.,
9:30 A.M. Worship, 10:30 A.M. Fellowship after
worship. Covenant Public Concert, 3:00 P.M.

Next Week:
*Monday, Oct. 31st - Communications, 2:00 P.M.
*Monday, Oct. 31st - Monday School, 5:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Nov. 1st - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M.
*Wednesday, Nov. 2nd - Cookie baking, 9:00 A.M.
*Wednesday, Nov. 2nd - ICP Board, Zoom, 7:00 P.M.
*Thursday, Nov. 3rd - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Saturday, Nov. 5th - Arts & Crafts Fair! 10:00 A.M.
to 3:00 P.M., Sawtelle Auditorium. Turn back clocks!
*Sunday, Nov. 6th - Sunday School and Adult Ed.,
9:30 A.M. Worship - Holy Communion, 10:30 A.M.
NEPA Choral Society Concert, 3:00 P.M.
Today’s Ushers: Team 3
Todd Sykes – Captain. Michael Carr, Marilyn Griffiths,
Frank Major III, Leslie Major, and Lisa Major.
October 30, 2022 Ushers: Team 4
Glenn Miller – Captain.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.
Scranton, PA 18510

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

Covenant Presbyterian Church

Prayer of Confession
Holy God, your truth is oftentimes hard to hear. We confess our avoidance,
our purposeful distractions, our prideful arrogance that keeps us from hearing and
responding to your Word. Although you send us messages and messengers, we
dismiss and disregard those who tell us we are wrong. Have mercy upon us, Holy
God. Open us to hearing the truth no matter how it is conveyed. Amen.

550 Madison Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania
20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 23, 2022
Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship;
however, both nursery care and childcare are available. Please ask an usher.
As you prepare to worship,
you are invited to use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.
What is your will, O God? What plans do you have for us?
We strain to hear your whispers, hoping to glean a little understanding. We examine your
Word, hoping to unearth a precious verse that might shed light on your intentions. We fervently
pray, eager that your will can be revealed to us, but your gentle whispers are drowned out by the
hub-bub of our lives. Quiet our spirits, O God, that we might discover your will. We ask this in
the name of the One who taught us to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
Today we welcome Bruce Jordan as our guest preacher. Bruce is an Elder in the
Presbyterian Church USA, and he currently serves as Financial Secretary and Office
Administrator of the Lackawanna Presbytery.
Prelude

WE GATHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Dona Nobis Pacem
arr. Douglas E. Wagner
Praise the Lamb who Reigns in Glory
Cynthia Dobrinski

Words of Assurance
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED
Prayer of Illumination
The First Reading
Luke 18:9-14
NRSV
He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and regarded others with contempt: “Two men went up to the temple to
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself,
was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my
income.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven,
but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you,
this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.

Chancel Handbell Choir

Handbell Anthem

Call to Worship
from Psalm 84
Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
People: My soul longs, indeed it faints, for the courts of the Lord;
Leader: My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
People: Even the sparrow finds a home and the swallow a nest for
herself, where she may lay her young at your altars.
Leader: O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
People: Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise.

Children’s Sermon

arr. Jason W. Krug

Chancel Handbell Choir

Welcome and Announcements

Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn No. 475

An Irish Medley

O That I Had a Thousand Voices O das ich tausend zungen hätte

Invitation to Confession
1.

“Praise Others, Not Ourselves”

Elder Bruce Jordan

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 356

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Nettleton

The Second Reading
2 Corinthians 9: 5-12
NRSV
So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange
in advance for this bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as a
voluntary gift and not as an extortion.
2.

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have
made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work. As it is written,
“He scatters abroad; he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to
God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the
saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God.
Leader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Sermon

“With Humility We Pay It Forward”

Prayers of the People
*Hymn No. 553

In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.

Bruce Jordan
Elder, PCUSA

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
Call for the Offering
Offertory
O How Amiable
Ralph Vaughan Williams
O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her
young: even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. They will be alway praising thee.
The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us. O prosper thou our handiwork.
O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.

Anthem

Chancel Choir

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
3.

For the Fruit of All Creation
Sung to tune: Ar hyd y nos
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For the gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Benediction
God Be in My Head
Rita E. Landrum
God be in my head and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and in my speaking;
God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen.
Chancel Choir

*Choral Response

*Postlude

Finale Jubilante

Healey Willan

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
Participating in Worship Today
Elder Bruce Jordan, Guest Preacher
Christopher Johnson, Music Director/Organist
Handbell Choir and Chancel Choir
Catherine Carter, Liturgist
4.

The Chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God.
Please join us in the Sawtelle Auditorium for a fellowship hour hosted by
the Santarsiero family.
There are still a limited number of tickets available for Arcadia Chorale’s takeout pasta
dinner following worship. Please feel free to go to the Covenant Room to purchase yours!
Please volunteer to host one of our fellowship hours!
A poster with available dates is in the auditorium for you to sign.
Hosts are needed for set up prior to worship and cleanup following fellowship.
A stipend is offered to those who provide their own items, or you are welcome to use
the church’s supply of snacks.
___________________________
Permission to print music for use in worship from ONE LICENSE, license number M-400535

The Circle of Covenant Women is hosting its first Arts & Crafts
Fair on Saturday, November 5th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Public admission is $2. We are still accepting vendor applications!
Find one in the back of the sanctuary and call Carolyn Pembridge
at 570-499-3317 for more vendor information. We ask that you
spread the word about our Fair, and we hope to see you there!
Women’s Circle is also looking for donations to help
defray the cost of the Fair: homemade items for the bake sale; gift baskets for
the Basket Raffle; for the snack shop - paper plates, bowls, napkins, hot beverage cups;
assorted individual bags of chips, dill pickle spears, ketchup/mustard/relish; and any
volunteers to work at the Fair. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
Thank you from Carolyn, Delilah, and Lisa!
Chancel Flowers
The beauty of flowers graces our chancel each Sunday. Following worship, our
Deacons deliver small arrangements to our members and friends who are
homebound, in the hospital, or in need of a spiritual lift. There are several Sundays
available for the dedication of flowers for our worship services in in the coming
months. If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please call Catherine at the church
office at 570-346-6400. Sundays available include: October 30, 2022; November 6
and November 13, 2022; January 1 and January 29, 2023. Thank you!

GOOD MORNING!
We’re happy you have joined us for worship
today! If you are a guest or visitor, please let us
know of your presence by filling out one of the
welcome envelopes located in each pew. We
invite you to sign up to receive Covenant’s
monthly newsletter and/or weekly email filled
with church news, activities, and updates on the
many events at Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available from an usher or at the back of the
sanctuary. Nursery and child care is offered during worship, and Godly Play
follows the Children’s message. Welcome to Covenant Church!
The Worship & Music committee is researching if any Covenant member is
currently certified in administering CPR/AED. If so, and if you’d be willing to
share that information, please call the church office at 570-346-6400. Thanks!
Please help us!
The Communications Committee of Covenant Church is in need of new
members. Won’t you join us? We are looking for someone to lead our
meetings, take and prepare minutes from those meetings, and manage
deadlines for the responsibilities of all committee members.
Call the church office at 570-346-6400 and Please volunteer to be a part
of the Covenant Communications committee.
A live stream of Covenant Presbyterian Church’s Sunday worship service is
available to watch at 10:30 A.M. on Sundays through Covenant’s YouTube
channel or Facebook page. You can also view the recorded service later on our
website at covenantscranton.org or on any of the above listed internet platforms.
Covenant’s Labyrinth returns on a bimonthly schedule, and will be available in the
Sawtelle Auditorium on Thursdays, both in the afternoon from 1:00-4:00 PM
and again in the evening from 6:30-8:00 PM:
October 27th (All Saints Remembrance in the evening), and November 17th.
Come walk the Labyrinth and see how it may be a welcome tool for healing.

SHIFT HAPPENS
NOVEMBER 12
Hosted by:

Lackawanna Presbytery
Lehigh Presbytery

Christian Education at Covenant Church
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study Reverend Adam Hamilton takes us on
the journeys of Paul as he spread the
Gospel through modern-day Greece and
Turkey. Travel to the early church sites
and explore Paul’s conversations with the
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
Older Christian Education - Students Thessalonians. This six-week study
are using a Revised Common Lectionary invites you to experience faith through
curriculum to explore the Bible passage
Christ's greatest teacher and missionary.
each week that mirrors the Pastor’s
Breaking Bread Bible Study - Have you
sermon. A lectionary-based curriculum
wondered who wrote the books in the
invites learners into the rhythm of the
church year, as well as makes it easy for Bible and how they ended up
together? On Tuesdays at 11:30 A.M., the
families to live out their faith together.
Breaking Bread Bible Study group will
Godly Play - The students make
dive into the fascinating account of the
meaning of the Old and New Testament most amazing and best-preserved book
stories through wonder, crafts, and play
the world has ever seen. Join us for the
that will nurture their spiritual lives.
lessons, and break bread with friends.
Monday School - This small, reflective study group meets on Mondays in the
Covenant House at 5:30 P.M. Light refreshments are served.
Children’s Sunday School
Early Christian Education - The
younger children are utilizing a new
curriculum for preschool through second
grade using Old and New Testament
stories, arts and crafts templates, handouts, puzzles, songs, and games.

Covenant’s Nursery is in need of compassionate childcare workers during Sunday
worship services. If you are, or know someone who may be, interested, please
contact Mrs. Lee Carr at the church office or 570-241-3366. Thank you!
The Covenanter newsletter will be published only once a month, early in the last
week of the previous month. Be sure you are signed up for weekly email updates,
sent each Thursday, by visiting www.covenantscranton.org or call 570-346-6400.

Location:

Johnsonburg Camp
and Retreat Center

Schedule:

10:00 am - 12:30 pm
Worship, keynote, and conversation
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Lunch ($15)
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Stated Presbytery Business
Rev. Dr. Jan Edminston will talk
about “what comes next” and how
to be a faithful and vital community
in an ever-changing world.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Several Covenant members have expressed interest in attending this Presbytery event
and forming a carpool. If you would like to commit to traveling with others, call the
church office as soon as possible. You must register online by October 28th at:
https://mcusercontent.com/753e5e0043f7e36925f912f39/files/60cdf3d1-32c4-100b3ce5-bc2ec823a492/Nov_12.22_Joint_Meetings_Lackawanna.pdf

The Presbyterian Promise Scholarship
is a commitment by Presbyterian
College (PC) to recognize students for
their merit and affiliation with the
Presbyterian Church. PC seeks to
develop students academically and
spiritually in this signature scholarship.
Students who are members of a
Presbyterian church will receive a
scholarship for a minimum of $20,000
per year for up to four years—that’s an
$80,000 commitment to you. For
more information and to apply, visit
our site at:
www.presby.edu/presbyterian-promise

There has been a delay in the compilation of lessons for the field-test of the
Horizons 2023-24 Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study. However, Covenant
Women’s Circle still plans to begin a deep dive into the yet unnamed study as
soon as materials are received. Participants are tasked with providing feedback to
the author prior to the study’s release next year, and the field-testing is open to
anyone in the Lackawanna Presbytery. CWC Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at
6:00 PM via Zoom. Call Lee Carr at 570-241-3366 to join this exciting endeavor!

