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Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Ave.
Scranton, PA 18510

This Week’s Meetings and Events:
*Today, Oct. 30th - Cov. Public Concert, 3:00 P.M.
*Monday, Oct. 31st - Communications, 2:00 P.M.
*Monday, Oct. 31st - Monday School, 5:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Nov. 1st - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M.
*Wednesday, Nov. 2nd - Cooking baking, 9:00 A.M.
*Wednesday, Nov. 2nd - ICP Board, Zoom, 7:00 P.M.
*Thursday, Nov. 3rd - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Saturday, Nov. 5th - Arts & Crafts Fair! 10:00 A.M.
to 3:00 P.M., Sawtelle Auditorium.
*Sunday, Nov. 6th - Sunday School and Adult Ed, 9:30
A.M. Worship with Holy Communion, 10:30 A.M.
Fellowship and Christian Ed. meeting after worship.
NEPA Choral Society Concert, 3:00 P.M.

Next Week:
*Monday, Nov. 7th - Monday School, 5:30 P.M.
*Tuesday, Nov. 8th - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M.
*Tuesday, Nov. 8th - Session, 7:00 P.M.
*Thursday, Nov. 10th - Worship & Music, 12:00 Noon.
*Thursday, Nov. 10th - Choirs, 6:30 and 7:30 P.M.
*Saturday, Nov. 12th - Kitchen prep for Thanksgiving.
*Sunday, Nov. 13th - Sunday school and Adult Ed.,
9:30 A.M. Worship, 10:30 A.M. Fellowship after
worship. Church Thanksgiving Dinner, 5:00 P.M.
Today’s Ushers: Team 4
Glenn Miller – Captain. John Duffy, Norma Gabriel,
Ted Praschak, Dan Richards, Sue Shontz, Julia
Temperino, and Delilah Zvirblis.
November 6, 2022 Ushers: Team 1
Gregg Sandercock – Captain. Karen Fogley, Richard
Hollenberg, Pamela Huddy, Robert & Kathy Kintzer,
and Siemong Wang.

Business Mailing Address:
816 Olive St.

Phone: 570-346-6400
WWW.COVENANTSCRANTON.ORG
Instagram & Twitter: @cpcscranton

Covenant Presbyterian Church
550 Madison Avenue
Scranton, Pennsylvania
21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST and REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 30, 2022
Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship;
however, both nursery care and childcare are available. Please ask an usher.
As you prepare to worship,
you are invited to use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.
Most gracious God, you have extended your loving salvation even to the most unworthy and
unholy. Make us both appreciative and responsive: that, realizing that our own redemption is a
gift rather than an achievement, we may in turn become forgiving to our fellow human beings,
however undeserving they may seem. In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray. Amen.
Today we welcome the Reverend James Thyren as our guest preacher.
WE GATHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD
Prelude
We Now Implore the Holy Spirit (BuxWV 208)
Dearest Jesus, We Are Here (BWV 731)
Welcome and Announcements

D. Buxtehude
J. S. Bach

Prayer of Invocation
You are our hiding place, O God;
you preserve us from trouble and deliver us from death.
You teach us your wisdom and show us your grace
by honoring the weak and forgiving the wicked.
All glory and praise be to you, for justice and mercy meet in you,
through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
A Mighty Fortress is Our God

Declaration of Forgiveness
One: Hear the Good News:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow.
For the Lord has promised to forgive all,
and to surround with steadfast love everyone who trusts in God.
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED
Prayer for Illumination

Call to Worship
Leader: We have gathered today in search of reformation.
People: We want to reform ourselves, our church, and our society.
Leader: We stand fearless at the edge of change.
People: For God is in the midst of us and we shall not be moved.
Leader: Be still and know that God is God.
All:
God is our rock and our salvation.

*Hymn No. 260

Prayer of Confession
Loving God, you promise that all who faithfully confess to you will be
forgiven and preserved from trouble. Trusting in your mercy, we acknowledge the
harm we have done, and the good we have failed to do. Forgive us, we pray; guide
us in your truth, and teach us the way to go, that we may love and serve you well.
In the name of Jesus, we pray. A time for silent confession...

Ein’ feste burg

Call to Confession
1.

Reading from Hebrew Scripture Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
The Prophet’s Complaint
O LORD, how long shall I cry for help,
and you will not listen?
Or cry to you “Violence!”
and you will not save?
Why do you make me see wrongdoing
and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.
So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails.
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.
God’s Reply to the Prophet’s Complaint
I will stand at my watchpost
and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
Then the LORD answered me and said:
Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets,

NRSV

2.

so that a runner may read it.
For there is still a vision for the appointed time;
it speaks of the end and does not lie.
If it seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.
Look at the proud!
Their spirit is not right in them,
but the righteous live by their faithfulness.
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Testimony from the Psalms
Psalm 32:1-7
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silent, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah
Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah
Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Anthem

NRSV

we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.
The flow’r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed in sown –
though small in mortal stature, to heaven’s garden grown;
for Christ the man from heaven from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.
Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to praise you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
Chancel Choir
Children’s Sermon
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn No. 301

O God, Beyond All Praising
G. Holst, arr. R. Proulx
O God, beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at every gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
3.

Lord Jesus, Think on Me

Southwell

The Gospel Reading
Luke 19:1-10
NRSV
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus
was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he
ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that
way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was
happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to
be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded
anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. For
the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”
Leader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon

To Learn the Language of Mercy

The Rev. James Thyren
4.

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
AJ and Lori Chaffers

Minute for Mission
Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

A Mighty Fortress
Gordon Young
A mighty Fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing:
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great and armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. Alleluia.
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His Name, from age to age the same; And He must win the battle.
His word above all earthly powers, our thanks to Him abideth;
the spirit and the gifts are our through Him who with us sideth;
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still, His kingdom is forever. Amen.

Anthem

Chancel Choir

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
O God of Every Nation

Llangloffan

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME
*Benediction
God Be in My Head
Rita E. Landrum
God be in my head and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and in my speaking;
God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen.
Chancel Choir

*Choral Response

*Postlude

The Reverend James Thyren is an Honorably Retired Presbyterian Minister who now resides
in the Endless Mountains, having served congregations in Unadilla and East Guilford, New
York, and in West Pittston, Pennsylvania. He is the author of a collection of Christmas
poems, song lyrics, and stories entitled We Need You More Than Ever, which is available in
Kindle and paperback from Amazon.
Portions of today’s liturgy are used with permission of Westminster John Knox Press
from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year C, Volume 2, Kimberly Bracken Long,
editor.

The Chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Jane Jackson Martin
by Susan Shontz
Please join us in the Sawtelle Auditorium for a fellowship hour hosted by Michael Carr.
Please volunteer to host one of our fellowship hours!
A poster with available dates is in the auditorium for you to sign.
Hosts are needed for set up prior to worship and cleanup following fellowship.
A stipend is offered to those who provide their own items, or you are welcome to use
the church’s supply of snacks.
_________________________________________________
Permission to print music for use in worship from ONE LICENSE, license number M-400535

Prayers of the People
*Hymn No. 289

Participating in Worship Today
The Rev. James Thyren, Guest Preacher
Christopher Johnson, Music Director/Organist
Kathy Fisk, Liturgist

Toccata on “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”

Craig Phillips

*Those who are able, please stand
NRSV – New Revised Standard Version of the Bible
5.

The Circle of Covenant Women is hosting its first Arts & Crafts
Fair on Saturday, November 5th from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Public admission is $2. Vendor applications are still being accepted!
Find them in the back of the sanctuary, and call Carolyn Pembridge
at 570-499-3317 for more vendor information. Spread the word
that there will be 25 vendors with a huge variety of items for sale!
Women’s Circle is also looking for donations to help
defray the cost of the Fair: homemade items for the bake sale; gift baskets for
the Basket Raffle; for the snack shop - paper plates, bowls, napkins, hot beverage cups;
assorted individual bags of chips, dill pickle spears, ketchup/mustard/relish; and any
volunteers to work at the Fair. Monetary donations are also greatly appreciated.
Thank you from Carolyn, Delilah, and Lisa!

GOOD MORNING!
We’re happy you have joined us for worship
today! If you are a guest or visitor, please let us
know of your presence by filling out one of the
welcome envelopes located in each pew. We
invite you to sign up to receive Covenant’s
monthly newsletter and/or weekly email filled
with church news, activities, and updates on the
many events at Covenant Presbyterian Church.
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available from an usher or at the back of the
sanctuary. Nursery and child care is offered during worship, and Godly Play
follows the Children’s message. Welcome to Covenant Church!
The Worship & Music committee is researching if any Covenant member is
currently certified in administering CPR/AED. If so, and if you’d be willing to
share that information, please call the church office at 570-346-6400. Thanks!
Covenant’s Labyrinth returns on a bimonthly schedule, and will be available in the
Sawtelle Auditorium on Thursdays, both in the afternoon from 1:00-4:00 PM
and again in the evening from 6:30-8:00 PM:
October 27th (All Saints Remembrance in the evening), and November 17th.
Come walk the Labyrinth and see how it may be a welcome tool for healing.
__________________________________________________
A live stream of Covenant Presbyterian Church’s Sunday worship service is
available to watch at 10:30 A.M. on Sundays through Covenant’s YouTube
channel or Facebook page. You can also view the recorded service later on our
website at covenantscranton.org or on any of the above listed internet platforms.
Please volunteer to help us!
The Communications Committee of Covenant Church is in need of new members.
Won’t you join us? We are looking for someone to lead our meetings, take and
prepare minutes from those meetings, and manage deadlines for the committee.
Call the church office at 570-346-6400 to be an important part of Covenant’s
Communications committee. Help us to spread the good news of our church!

There will be a reception following the concert today. Please see Jane Foy to
volunteer as an usher or to help with the reception. Thank you!
There has been a delay in the compilation of lessons for the field-testing of
Horizons Presbyterian Women Bible Study for 2023-2024.
However, we will begin a deep dive into the yet unnamed study as soon as
materials are received. Participants are tasked with providing feedback to the
author prior to the study’s release next year, and the field-testing is open to
anyone in the Lackawanna Presbytery. CWC Bible Study meets on Wednesdays at
6:00 PM via Zoom. Call Lee Carr at 570-241-3366 to join this exciting endeavor!

SHIFT HAPPENS
NOVEMBER 12
Hosted by:

Lackawanna Presbytery
Lehigh Presbytery

Location:

Johnsonburg Camp
and Retreat Center

Schedule:

10:00 am - 12:30 pm
Worship, keynote, and conversation
12:30 pm - 1:15 pm Lunch ($15)
1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Stated Presbytery Business
Rev. Dr. Jan Edminston will talk
about “what comes next” and how
to be a faithful and vital community
in an ever-changing world.
ALL ARE WELCOME!

Several Covenant members have expressed interest in attending this Presbytery event
and forming a carpool. If you have registered for this event and would like to commit
to traveling with others, call the church office as soon as possible.

Chancel Flowers
The beauty of flowers graces
our chancel each Sunday.
Following worship, our
Deacons deliver small
arrangements to our members
and friends who are
homebound, in the hospital, or
in need of a spiritual lift. There
are several Sundays available
for the dedication of flowers
for our worship services in in
the coming months. If you
would like to sponsor a Sunday,
please call Catherine at the
office, 570-346-6400. Sundays
available include: November 6
and 13, 2022; January 1 and 29,
and March 3, 2023.

Christian Education
at Covenant Church
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study Reverend Adam Hamilton takes us on
the journeys of Paul as he spread the
Gospel through modern-day Greece and
Turkey. Travel to the early church sites
and explore Paul’s conversations with the
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians,
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and
Older Christian Education - Students Thessalonians. This six-week study
are using a Revised Common Lectionary invites you to experience faith through
curriculum to explore the Bible passage
Christ's greatest teacher and missionary.
each week that mirrors the Pastor’s
Breaking Bread Bible Study - Have you
sermon. A lectionary-based curriculum
wondered who wrote the books in the
invites learners into the rhythm of the
church year, as well as makes it easy for Bible and how they ended up
together? On Tuesdays at 11:30 A.M., the
families to live out their faith together.
Breaking Bread Bible Study group will
Godly Play - The students make
dive into the fascinating account of the
meaning of the Old and New Testament most amazing and best-preserved book
stories through wonder, crafts, and play
the world has ever seen. Join us for the
that will nurture their spiritual lives.
lessons, and break bread with friends.
Monday School - This small, reflective study group meets on Mondays in the
Covenant House at 5:30 P.M. Light refreshments are served.
Children’s Sunday School
Early Christian Education - The
younger children are utilizing a new
curriculum for preschool through second
grade using Old and New Testament
stories, arts and crafts templates, handouts, puzzles, songs, and games.

Covenant’s Nursery is in need of compassionate childcare workers during Sunday
worship services. If you are interested, please contact Mrs. Lee Carr
at the
church office or 570-241-3366. Thank you!
The Covenanter newsletter will be published only once a month, early in the last
week of the previous month. Be sure you are signed up for weekly email updates
sent each Thursday, by visiting www.covenantscranton.org, or call 570-346-6400.

