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This Week:  
*Monday, Nov. 21st- Communications, 2:00 P.M. 

*Monday, Nov. 21st - Monday School, 5:30 P.M. 
*Tuesday, Nov. 22nd - Decorating the sanctuary for 
Advent/Christmas, 10:00 A.M. All are welcome! 

*Tuesday, Nov. 22nd - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M. 
*Tuesday, Nov. 22nd - Trustees, 6:30 P.M. 
*Wednesday, Nov. 23rd - The Covenanter is published. 
*Thursday, Nov. 24th - Happy Thanksgiving! 
*Friday, Nov. 25th - Church office is closed. 
*Sunday, Nov. 27th - Sunday School, 9:30 A.M. First 
Sunday of Advent Worship with guest preacher Rev. 

James Thyren: Angel Tree, 10:30 A.M. Fellowship.  

Next Week:  
*Monday, Nov. 28th- Monday School, 5:30 P.M. 
*Tuesday, Nov. 29th - Breaking Bread, 11:30 A.M. 
*Thursday, Dec. 1st - Labyrinth, 1-4 and 6:30-8 P.M. 
with harpist Andrea Wittchen in the evening. 

*Thursday, Dec. 1st - Advent I Special Service and 
Soup Supper, 5:45 P.M. 

*Thursday, Dec. 1st - Handbell and Chancel Choirs, 
6:30 P.M. and 7:30 P.M. 

*Sunday, Dec. 4th - Sunday School & Adult Education, 
9:30 A.M. Second Sunday of Advent Worship with 
guest preacher Rev. William Samford, 10:30 A.M. 

Lunch and Advent Workshop following worship.  

Todayõs Ushers: Team 3 
Todd Sykes ð Captain. Michael Carr, Marilyn Griffiths, 
Rufus Holmes, Frank Major III, Leslie Major, and  
Lisa Major. 

November 27, 2022 Ushers: Team 4 
Glenn Miller ð Captain. John Duffy, Norma Gabriel, 

Ted Praschak, Dan Richards, Sue Shontz, Julia 
Temperino, and Delilah Zvirblis. 



Covenant Presbyterian Church 
550 Madison Avenue  

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY  

November 20, 2022 

Children are invited to remain throughout the service of worship;  
however, both nursery care and childcare are available. Please ask an usher.    

As you prepare to worship,  

you are invited to use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.  

Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Savior, you pour out your power for the powerless and your 
salvation for the lost. Remember us in your new creation, so that we may live in peace with you 

in the presence of the Holy One, now and forever. Amen. 

Today we welcome Reverend William Samford as our guest preacher. 

WE GATHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD  

Prelude                                       Grand Dialogue in C                          Louis Marchand  

Welcome and Announcements 

Call to Worship  

Leader:  O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

People:  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Leader:  For the Lord is a great God; 

People:  a great ruler over heaven and earth. 

Leader:  Let us worship God. 

Prayer of Praise 

Almighty God, through the Lordship of your Son, Jesus Christ, the powers 

and dominions of the world obtain their purpose, and creation finds its meaning. 

Reveal to the world the gracious rule of Christ, end all enmity among the nations, 

and bring us soon to his glorious, peaceable kingdom; through Christ who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

*Hymn No. 551              Come, Ye Thankful People, Come         St. George's Windsor 

Call to Reconciliation  

Prayer of Confession 

Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your holy realm. You 

guide us toward right paths, but we often refuse to follow where you lead. You 

1. 

love and feed and care for us, but we fail to love and serve others. Forgive us, 

merciful God, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the Lamb upon the throne. (a time of silence...) 

Assurance of Godõs Forgiveness: 

Leader:  God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 

the kingdom of the beloved Son, in whom we have redemption in the 
forgiveness of sins. Friends, believe the Good News: 

People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen!  

WE HEAR GODõS WORD READ AND PROCLAIMED 

Prayer for Understanding 

Prepare our hearts, O Lord, to accept your word. Silence in us any voice but 

your own; that, hearing, we may also obey your will; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen.  

First Reading                          Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24                                          NRSV 

For thus says the Lord GOD : I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them 

out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so 

I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the 
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; 

and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the 
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain 

heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the 

shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD . I will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with 

justice.  
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD  to them: I myself will judge between the fat 

sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder and butted at 
all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will 

save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep 
and sheep. 

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 

he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my 
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
2. 



Anthem                                Now Thank We All Our God                              J. S. Bach  

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands, and voices,  
Who wondrous things hath done, in Whom His world rejoices;  
Who from our motherõs arms hath blessed us on our way,  

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  
O may this bounteous God through all our lives be near us,  

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;  

and keep us in Godõs grace and guide us when perplexed,  
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.  

Chancel Choir 

Second Reading                           Ephesians 1:15-23                                              NRSV 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 

and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 

eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what 

is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his 

feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.  

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Childrenõs Sermon 

The Lordõs Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.                                                                   

*Hymn 408                 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life                      Germany 

The ushers will collect your Prayer Request Cards during the singing of this hymn. 

The Gospel Reading                    Matthew 25:31-46                                              NRSV 

òWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 
will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he 
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will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the 

king will say to those at his right hand, ôCome, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was 

hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.õ Then the righteous 
will answer him, ôLord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 

and welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw 
you sick or in prison and visited you?õ And the king will answer them, ôTruly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.õ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ôYou that are accursed, depart 

from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 

and in prison and you did not visit me.õ Then they also will answer, ôLord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 

did not take care of you?õ Then he will answer them, ôTruly I tell you, just as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.õ And these will go away 

into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.ó    

Leader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                    òThe Unexpected Godó               Rev. William Samford 

Minute for Mission                                                                                       Emily Maher 

Invitation to the Offering  

Offertory  

Anthem                                                  Psalm 46                                        John Weaver 

The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear,  

though the earth be moved and though the mountains be tumbled into the depths of the sea; 
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.  

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; God shall help her at the break of day. 

The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; God has spoken, and the earth 
shall melt away. Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, what awesome things God 

has done on earth. It is God who makes wars to cease in all the world; God breaks the bow, and 
shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.  

4. 



òBe still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.ó The Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. Alleluia! 

Catherine Carter, soprano 

Chancel Choir 
*Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessing flow. Praise God, all creatures here below. 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication and Stewardship Dedication  

Prayers of the People 

*Hymn No. 151                  Crown Him with Many Crowns                         Diademata 

WE GO IN GODõS NAME 

*Benediction 

*Choral Response                      God Be in My Head                          Rita E. Landrum 

God be in my head and in my understanding;  

God be in mine eyes and in my looking; God be in my mouth and in my speaking;  
God be in my heart and in my thinking; God be at mine end, and at my departing. Amen. 

Chancel Choir 

*Postlude                             Now Thank We All Our God                     David Johnson  

*Those who are able, please stand 
NRSV ð New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 

 

Participating in Worship Today  

Rev. William Samford, Guest Preacher 
Christopher Johnson, Music Director/Organist 

Kristen McFarland, Liturgist 

Chancel Choir and Catherine Carter, soloist 

The Rev. William L. Samford is a recently retired Pastor in the Presbytery of Lackawanna 
County. He received his B.A. from the University of Redlands and graduated from the  
San Francisco Theological Seminary in 1981. Bill has served churches in Buffalo, NY,  

Silver Creek, NY, and Bethany, PA, before serving as Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hawley, PA from 1990 until his retirement. We welcome Bill as our worship leader today! 

The Chancel flowers this morning are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

Roy and Gloria Miller, William and Arlene Carr, and Maureen Carr 

by Lee & Mike Carr, Emily and Mike Maher, and Sara & Matthew Scott. 
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Weõre happy you have joined us for worship 
today! If you are a guest or visitor, please let us 

know of your presence by filling out one of the 
welcome envelopes located in each pew. We 

invite you to sign up to receive Covenantõs 
monthly newsletter and/or weekly email filled 

with church news, activities, and updates on the 
many events at Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
Large print bulletins and hymnals are available 

from an usher or at the back of the sanctuary. Nursery and child care is offered 

during worship, and Godly Play  follows the Childrenõs message. Welcome!  

Please join us in the Sawtelle Auditorium for fellowship hosted by the Pembridge family. 

Members of Covenantõs board of Deacons are available for pastoral care.  

Please feel free to contact Deacon moderator Linda Frangos at 

ziggyrit@aol.com or 570-357-5520 with your pastoral care needs. 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Permission to print music for use in worship from ONE LICENSE, license number M-400535 
 

The Angel Tree will be in the back of the sanctuary 
beginning next Sunday, filled with gift tags for those in  
our community who are in need of Christmas help from 
Covenantôs Angels. Please select a card (or two, or three) 
and sign up with a Deacon. Donations of Angel Gifts 
should be returned to the church by December 11th. 

 
The Hilda Muller Mitten Tree will be decorated on Sunday,  

December 11th during the Childrenôs Sermon. Please bring in your 
mittens, gloves, hats and scarves to worship service the next three 
Sundays, or drop them off at the church office before December 9th 
This year, the collected items will be distributed between the 
Hargraveôs Center in Portsmouth, Virginia and the John Adams 

Elementary School in Scranton. 
 

If you, or someone you know, would like to be included in Covenantôs mission 
of Angel Gifts or Food Gifts this holiday, please call Linda Frangos at  
570-357-5520, or any Deacon as soon as possible. Thank you! 

GOOD MORNING! 



#ÁÌÌ ÔÏ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
4ÈÅ "ÉÁÎÎÕÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÈÅÌÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧȟ ΨΦΨΨȟ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ .ÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ΨΦΨΩȢ 
,ÅÅ -Ȣ #ÁÒÒȟ #ÌÅÒË ÔÏ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎ 

2ÅÖȢ *ÁÍÅÓ 4ÈÙÒÅÎȟ !ÃÔÉÎÇ -ÏÄÅÒÁÔÏÒ 
 

4ÈÅ "ÉÁÎÎÕÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÖÅÎÁÎÔ 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÈÅÌÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧȟ ΨΦΨΨȟ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÏÎÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ .ÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ΨΦΨΩȢ 

$ÁÖÉÄ 7ÉÎÔÅÒÍÕÔÅȟ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ - "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅÓ 
!ÌÁÎ +ÏÓÙÄÁÒȟ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ - "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 4ÒÕÓÔÅÅÓ 

Sunday, November 27th:  
 *Advent I Sunday Worship, 10:30 A.M. 

Thursday, December 1st:  
 *Labyrinth, 1-4 and 6:30-8 P.M. with  
     harpist Andrea Wittchen in the evening. 
 *Advent I Service and Supper, 5:45 P.M. 

Sunday, December 4th:  
 *Advent II Sunday Worship, 10:30 A.M. 
 *Lunch and Advent Workshop, after   
     worship. 

Wednesday, December 7th:  

 *Covenant Womenõs Christmas Lunch,  
     12:00 Noon. Call to make a reservation. 

Thursday, December 8th:  
 *Christmas Cookie baking, 9:00 A.M. 

 *Advent II Service and Supper, 5:45 P.M. 

Saturday, December 10th:  
 *Christmas Cookie packaging, 10:00 A.M. 
 *Christian Edõs òParents Night Out,ó  
     3:30-6:30 P.M. 

Sunday, December 11th:  
 *Advent III Sunday Worship, 10:30 A.M.  
 *Congregational Meeting and Corporation  
     Meeting, following worship. 
 *Christmas Cookie Sale, after worship. 

Sunday, December 11th (continued):  
 *Visit with Santa, 4:30 P.M. 
 *Family Christmas Dinner, 5:00 P.M. 

Thursday, December 15th:  
 *FaLaLa Social for Covenant members  
     sixty and over, 11:30 A.M. 
 *Advent III Service and Supper, 5:45 P.M. 

Saturday, December 17th:  
 *Deacon Food Baskets, 10:00 A.M. 
 *Chancel coir rehearsal, 10:00 A.M.  
 *Handbells rehearsal, 11:30 A.M. 

Sunday, December 18th:  
 *Advent IV Sunday Worship, 10:30 A.M. 

Thursday, December 22nd:  
 *Advent IV Service and Supper, 5:45 P.M. 

Saturday, December 24th:  

 *Family Christmas Eve Service, 4:00 P.M. 
 *Candlelight Christmas Eve Late Service,  
     10:00 P.M. 

Sunday, December 25th:  
 *Christmas Day Worship, 10:30 A.M. 

O Come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 

Dates to Remember during Advent and Christmas 

Childrenõs Sunday School 

Early Christian Education  - 9:30 A.M.  

Older Christian Education  - 9:30 A.M. 

Godly Play  - Following the childrenõs sermon during worship.  

   Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study  - Come and study Simon Peter: Flawed But 

Faithful Disciple, a six-week adult Bible study by Adam Hamilton. Peter was an 

ordinary guy who followed Godõs extraordinary call. Discover how you, too, 

have special gifts that God can use to make a difference today. 

   Breaking Bread Bible Study - Tuesdays at 11:30 A.M. in the Covenant Room. 
Discuss the deeper meanings of the four Sundays in Advent following the Be Born 
in Us Today© series, which highlights Bringing Blessing, Bringing Renewal, 
Bringing Guidance, and Bringing Power. Join us and break bread with friends! 

   Monday School - Mondays in the Covenant House at 5:30 P.M.  

�&�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�·�V���/�D�E�\�U�L�Q�W�K���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�D�Z�W�H�O�O�H���$�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P��
on Thursday, December 1st, from 1:00 -4:00 in the afternoon and 
again from 6:30 -8:00 PM. Come to the Advent service at 5:45 PM, 

join us for a modest meal, and walk the Labyrinth. Andrea 
Wittchen will be playing the harp during the evening hours; 

please feel free to come and listen to her music.  

Covenant Churchõs Nursery is in need of compassionate childcare workers during 
the time of our Sunday worship service. Contact Lee Carr at 570-241-3366.  

A live stream of Covenant Presbyterian Churchõs Sunday worship service is 
available to watch at 10:30 A.M. on Sundays through Covenantõs YouTube channel 

or Facebook page. You can also view the recorded service later on our website at 
covenantscranton.org or on any of the above listed internet platforms. 


